
  



Day 1: March 4th 
I’m a Citizen of Heaven 
Author: Samson Wasao  
 
Read: Philippians 3:18-21 
 
 Paul was a Roman citizen by birth. Roman citizenship was a highly 
cherished status that came with many legal and political benefits including 
protection from physical punishment of any kind such as flogging (Acts 22:22-
29). Travelling from place to place within the empire was made easy and safe 
for the Roman citizen. 
 
 I’ve travelled to many countries and I have learnt to appreciate the value 
of citizenship. Whenever I have returned to the country of my citizenship, 
passing through the airport has always been fast and easy through the special 
lane for citizens only. Similarly, I have arrived in other countries where I do 
not hold citizenship and I have had to wait in the long line of non-citizens at 
immigration. A simple benefit but a powerful reminder that citizenship 
matters! 
 
 As a Christian, I’m a citizen of heaven, an alien and stranger in this world. 
Further, the Word of God tells me that I’m in this world but not of this world. 
As such, my attitude and perspective should be to “eagerly await” to enter 
heaven and to have the transformation that enables me full access to its 
benefits. When I eagerly wait for something, I do not sit idle; I thoroughly 
prepare for it and look forward to it with great anticipation. A major aspect of 
this expectant waiting is to look out for distractions and other “enemies of the 
cross” in my life: those self-centered attitudes, behaviors and actions that do 
not honor the cross of Christ.  
 
Question: Is there something in my life today (an attitude, a habit, a practice) 
that distracts my focus on my heavenly citizenship? 
 
Prayer: Lord I thank you that you have given me your Word that tells me that 
as your child, I’m a citizen of heaven.  Though I’m here on earth, I do not 
belong here. Help me to not have anything in my life that is an enemy to the 
cross of Christ, but allow the Holy Spirit to transform my attitude, behavior 
and actions to the glory of Your name. 
  



Next Step: Today I confess and forsake my preoccupation with _________ 
(i.e., my stomach/shameful behavior/earthy things) and ask that you sanctify 
me in these specific area(s) so that I eagerly await the coming of my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2: March 5th 
I am a member of God’s Household 
Author: Samson Wasao 
 
Read: Ephesians 2:19-22 
 

Sociologists tell us that the human family or household is the primary 
unit of society to which individuals belong and which has powerful effect on 
the growth, development and welfare of its members, especially children. 
Parents are the foundation of the family and they make sure that the bond of 
love and kinship does extends to all members of the family as much as 
possible.   

 
In this passage, Paul tells the Ephesian Gentiles that they are now 

(through faith in Christ) fellow citizens with God’s people (the Jews) and are 
members of God’s household (the church) which is built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone.  
Moreover, the church is now God’s holy temple and is held together by Christ 
himself as the head and the Holy Spirit dwells in this temple. 
 
Question: In our church family, are we living together in love as members of 
one united household in Christ?  
 



Prayer: I thank you Lord for making me part of the household of God with 
Christ as the cornerstone and thank you for giving me brothers and sisters 
with whom I can grow together into a holy temple in which God dwells. Help 
me to love and serve other members of the church family and to do my part 
to promote the building of one united church family to the glory of God in 
Christ. 
 
Next Step: Write down and pray about two specific things or issues related to 
Christian Assembly as your church family that are of interest or concern to 
you.  
 
 

Day 3: March 6th 
I am a Personal Witness of Jesus Christ 
Author: Rye D’orazio 
 
Read: Acts 1:4-8; John 15:26-27; II Corinthians 3:2-3, Matthew 5:16 
 
In Acts 1:8 Jesus' focus is on the importance of the power of The Holy Spirit 
and being witnesses to Jesus. The Apostles questioned Him about the earthly 
kingdom and Israel, but Jesus has laser focus on what we are to do with being 
baptized and powered by The Holy Spirit_witness! 
 
John 15:26-27 emphasizes that “The Helper comes and testifies, and we 
should bear witness.” Wow, my helper is the Holy Spirit of God! 
 
II Cor. 3:2-3 “We are living epistles… read by all men.” People are watching 
every day. This speaks about the importance of being a personal witness of 
Jesus by living it wherever we go, with whoever we are and in whatever 
situation we find ourselves. 
 
Dan Rhodes with Eternity Now states, “We have the personal witness of Christ 
about Himself. This combined with the Word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit in us is enough to be a witness.” 
 
Research with adults has shown that we perceive, learn and remember best 
when we can both see and hear, rather than just see or just hear.   
 



See the Word: Matt 5:16 states “that they may see…” What living testimony 
do they see when others look at our lives?  
 
Hear the Word: “Jesus Christ is God. He lived a sinless life, died on the cross 
for our sins, and was raised from death after three days. All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. He saves all who place their faith in Him, giving 
them eternal life in Heaven. As you share this message from your unique 
perspective, God will empower your efforts.” Dan Rhodes 
 
Reflection on being a personal witness of Jesus Christ… 
The Why... that all come to Jesus and give honor to God.  
The Witness... our changed living; people experience Jesus in our actions, 
words and spirit. 
Where... Wherever we are 
Who… With whoever we are  
What… Whatever the situation.  
 
I experienced a personal witness from a friend who is dying of ALS. His father 
recently died in a fire and his mother was hospitalized. In the face of these life 
changing events, this friend’s spirit started with genuine praise to God and a 
demonstrated trust in Him. He really lives what the Word says. His first 
response is trusting God. 
 
Question: What is my personal testimony? Am I living the Gospel through a 
changed life? Do people experience Jesus through my actions, words, attitude 
and demeanor? Can I be convicted of being a living epistle? Does my spirit 
reflect The Holy Spirit? 
 
Prayer: What do I need to change to make sure I am a true witness of Jesus 
Christ? 
 
Next Steps: Go out in the resurrection power of Jesus and the manifest glory 
and presence of God and be an authentic personal witness of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Day 4: March 7th 
FAN THE GIFT! DON’T BE TIMID! 
Author: Eric Vaas 
 
Read: 2 Timothy 1: 5-7 
 

I love fire. We go camping, and regardless of the temperature, we have a 
fire. We may sit up close on a cooler night, or further back on a warmer night, 
but we will have a fire. We had a large dead white pine tree cut down in our 
back yard a number of years ago, and I built a circle of rocks around the stump 
and made a fire ring. My wife, Becky, and I often build a fire and hang out 
together in the late spring, summer, and fall evenings.  

 
If I get too lost in thought or conversation, the fire burns down too low 

and the new wood put on the coals just sits there and smolders. At that time I 
have to get something to use as a fan, and get down on my knees and fan and 
fan to get those embers going. The wood starts smoking more and more and 
more, then suddenly bursts into flame. If I don’t get on my knees and put in a 
little effort, the embers will soon die, but the fanning provides the oxygen the 
coals need to gain new life.  

 
Paul told Timothy to fan into flame the gift of God that He put into him. 

Evidently Timothy had a sincere faith, but he was hesitant, and Paul needed to 
remind him that God did not “make us timid, but gives us power, love and 
self-discipline.” 
 
 Paul knew that Timothy needed to not be timid, but trust God for his 
future. When Timothy took the initiative to use his gift, God was able to use 
Timothy to spread the Gospel in his world.  
 
 For me, I have learned, am learning, and will need to continue to learn to 
step out in faith, trusting God that if I make some move to fan the embers of 
my faith, that He will cause those embers to burst into flame. That looks 
different each time, but usually it begins as a stirring in my spirit that does not 
go away. It often is reinforced or confirmed by other people or circumstances. 



There comes a time however, when I need to step out in faith to do or say, or 
not do or not say, and that is when I need to trust the Lord and not be timid. 
 

 I have to not live with a “what if…” mindset, but an “I trust you, Lord…..” 
mindset. I love how the King James Version says this in verse 7 “7 For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” 
 
Question: “What gift have you given me, God, that I need to fan in to flame?” 
 
Prayer: In your prayer time, ask the Lord to make evident the gifts that He has 
put in you, and pray about not being timid, but to take the steps you need to 
“fan that flame”. 
 
Next Step: One idea would be to talk to a trusted friend or relative and ask 
“What gifts do you think the Lord has put in to me?”  “How do you think I can 
use those gifts to bless God and His people? “ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Day 5: March 8th 
I am a new creation 
Author: Miss Laurie 
 
Read: Ephesians 4:21-32   
 

The phrase “Put off the old man …Put on the new man” carries the same 
idea of putting off or putting on clothes. It means to “change into” a different 
code of conduct, make a clean break of the former life.  Putting on Jesus’ 
character is now the goal. The way to accomplish this is to be renewed (Rom. 
12:2); not just in our minds, but also in our actions, reactions and attitudes.  It 
takes discipline, determination and knowing your destiny.  But most 
importantly, it takes yielding to the Holy Spirit. 

 
Even as new creations in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), we want to dictate to Him 

how to change us.  We want concessions for our wills, stubbornness, 
prejudices and our love of iniquity to be pampered and not really “changed”. 
Do you realize it was easier for Him to create the world from nothing than to 
ask us to change?  The most difficult part of our character is to submit and 
surrender to this transformation process. As Adam instinctively rebelled, so do 
we.   

 
Our thinking must shift from one’s self to the bigger picture, the Body of 

Christ.  These character flaws that we are reluctant to change such as lying to 
one another, being angry, stealing, and speaking corrupted communications 
are powerfully destructive.  They wound the other members of the body.   

 
For example, I have wounded people with my tongue when I have 

improperly handled my anger.  Let’s be honest__ who hasn’t? In those 
moments of fierce anger, I am lying to myself, stealing bits and pieces of my 
relationship with that person, and my words are able to destroy the person 
and anyone else upon whom my words spill.  
The grave danger in our anger is not handling it according to God’s principles.  
We open the door for the devil to come in and to sow discord among us which 
ultimately, brings division if not handled properly and in a timely manner.  
More importantly, we have just assisted the enemy in accomplishing his goal.  
Anger left unchecked ushers in bitterness and a resentful spirit that refuses 
reconciliation which can defile not only us, but also impact the Body of Christ.     
 



 After Paul states all this, he says, “do NOT grieve the Holy Spirit”.  How 
do we grieve the Holy Spirit?  By neglecting to walk in the new man, according 
to the Holy Spirit who ultimately gives us the power and direction we need to 
make a change.  
 
 Paul states again, “put off the old man!”  Be kind to one another and 
forgiving as Christ has forgiven you.  His forgiveness was costly and complete!  
We first must forgive ourselves in our failings and then others.  If one chooses 
to withhold forgiveness, we must ask ourselves why.   Deciding not to forgive 
is putting ourselves in the position of God which is dangerous territory.  In 
Matthew 18:35, Jesus says if we do not forgive from the heart neither will He 
forgive us!”   
  
Question: In reflecting on this passage, what character trait does the Holy 
Spirit desire to hone or peel back?  Due to our unwillingness to submit to the 
change process, are we withholding forgiveness to others?   
 
Prayer: As it’s revealed to you, ask Him to renew your mind, muscle reactions, 
attitudes and your senses to reflect Himself through you.  In those moments 
when you desire to act in the flesh, visualize yourself putting on His traits and 
walking in them.  Then respond to the situation. Are there relationships you 
need to reconcile?  If so, make a point to meet with that individual.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 6: March 9th 
I am God’s reconstruction project 
Author: Rich Helpman  
 
Read: Ephesians 2:8-10 NKJV 
 

Grace, unmerited favor. Faith given as a gift so we can have the capacity 
to believe. And good works prepared for us in advance, prepared beforehand 
by God, for us to do! “Talents” to multiply, works of the flesh to put to death, 
people to love and help and care for, money to give to supply the needs of 



others, those sick and in prison to visit, wounds to bind up, disciples to make - 
teaching them to obey all that Jesus commanded. 

 
So often our response to his awesome supply of grace “But I don’t know 

what to do.” “But I can’t do anything.” “I don’t have the ability.” Remember, 
we were alienated from God and far from Him. But because of His great love 
with which He loved us, in His grace He gave us faith to believe. He gave us 
eyes to see, ears to hear, and a mind to understand, a new spirit He put within 
us, and now calls us His children.  

 
Aren’t all gifts and callings received the same way? Aren’t these gifts and 

callings the God-given ability to perform the works He has prepared in 
advance for us to do? Don’t these abilities come as a result our conversion 
and in-filling of the Holy Spirit? Are any of them really dependent on our 
natural disposition and aptitude? And if they were, why the need for a new 
life, a new spirit, a heart of flesh to replace a heart of stone? 

 
Consider that God uses the foolish things of this world to confound the 

wise, so He will use us (fools for Christ) to participate in the building of His 
body, the church, here on earth.  
 “Although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent 
man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the 
grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in 
Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  I Timothy 
1:13-15 NKJV 
 
 Paul was least qualified in the flesh to carry the gospel to the ends of the 
earth...but God!  Paul was untrained in public speaking, (2Cor 11:6), but was 
sent to preach! (1Cor 1:17). 
 

Which of the gifts of miracles, healings, words of wisdom, words of 
knowledge, prophesying, etc., could we be naturally inclined toward? NONE! 
So therefore everything we are to do is Holy Spirit inspired, Holy Spirit 
enabled, and Holy Spirit prepared! So how do we come to know what it is God 
has prepared for us? 

 
As I walk in the Spirit, as I walk in love, as I walk in the newness of life, 

the Lord impresses upon me the responsibilities and conduct that pleases 



Him. And so I obey. And as I continue on this journey, in this new life, an 
unction from the Spirit - eyes to see, ears to hear, and a mind to understand - 
is crafted in me. I am His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
prepared in advance for me to do.     

 
Having a new set of spiritual eyes and ears, a new understanding, a 

desire wells up inside of me to fulfill a need in the Body. Because it is given by 
grace through faith, just like salvation, it may not be a natural inclination. But 
that’s okay, God tells me to eagerly desire spiritual gifts. 1Cor 14:1 So let us 
continue in good works, gathering together, encouraging one another, singing 
and making melody in our hearts to the Lord, giving generously and cheerfully, 
teaching each other to obey all that Christ has taught us.    
 
Question: How different is my life since my salvation? And what am I doing 
works-wise that is directly attributable His workmanship in me? 
 
Prayer challenge:  Acknowledge all good and perfect gifts are from the Father 
(James 1:17), ask, seek, and knock, eagerly desiring spiritual gifts (Matt 7:7-8, 
1Cor. 14:1). 
 
Next steps: Try something new based on the Spirit-led desires cultivated by 
asking! Get with the pastors! Start small, be willing, we are all in this together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 7: March 10th 
I am not in want.  
Author: Rowan Barnes 
 
Read: Phil. 4:19 & Psalm 23 
 
 Throughout my walk with Christ, I have found that the most challenging 
moments were the ones where I found myself wanting something for myself 
that either God did not want for me, or something that I wanted more than I 
wanted God.  
 
 A personal fact about me is that I have been single for the whole twenty 
years of my life and a few months ago, that fact really hit me hard. I noticed 
that a good handful of the people with which I hung out were either in 
relationships or getting into one. It was one of those moments where you 
know that you should be rejoicing with these people but you just can’t seem 
to bring yourself to do so.  
 

I began to desire a relationship more and thought that if I put God first, 
He would provide. However, that is not necessarily how it goes down. I 
wondered who it was that God had for me, when he would come around, and 
why he hasn’t showing up yet. I became highly obsessive to the point where I 
began blaming and hating on myself. I thought that special someone hadn’t 
come along, because of the way I looked or acted.  Not only was I believing 
lies about myself, but I began to unconsciously want something more than I 
wanted God.  

 
 One night a few months ago, I hit a super-low point and found myself in 
an extremely emotional state (emphasis on extremely). It felt like I was truly 
destined for a life filled with rejection and disappointment. I still don’t know 
what it is that God has for me to this day, but that same night I was filled with 
immense comfort when I cut my emotional episode short ( Although it was 
already way longer than it needed to be.) and grabbed my Bible. Almost out of 
instinct, I turned to Psalm 23 and read it aloud to myself:  
 
 “The Lord is my shepherd 
 I shall not want…” Ps. 23:1 (ESV) 
 



 This story isn’t complete yet and it won’t be until my last day. All I can 
say is that God is good and He knows what is best for us. To want Him is to 
want everything you need. To have Him is to have it all. He has something 
incredible in store for me, and for all of us. God may have marriage written in 
my story; He may not. Whatever it is He has written, it is incredible and I am 
anticipating it greatly for I know that I will dwell in His house for the rest of my 
days.  
 
Question: Is there something in my life currently that I want more than I want 
Jesus?  
 
Prayer: Lord, if there is anything in my heart and/or mind that is coming 
before You, make it clear to me and restore in me a sense of want for You and 
all that You are and have to offer. In Jesus name, Amen.  
 
Next Step: Begin to increase your daily thoughts about the Lord. Prayer is a 
big and incredible gift. However, when we are not in direct prayer, it is still 
good to keep your thoughts on things above. You can make it simple by 
thanking Him for the little things throughout your day or even just considering 
all the good qualities that the Lord possesses. Think of Him more often.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Day 8: March 11th 
Patient Endurance 
Author: Dave Marburger 
 
Read: James 1:2-4; Philippians 3:7-14 
  

The dictionary defines perseverance as continuing to do something or 
trying to do something even though it is difficult; to persist in a state, or 
undertaking in spite of counterinfluences, opposition or discouragement. In 
the New Testament, the Greek language defines it very simply as patient 
endurance. 

 
In Acts Chapter 9 the Apostle Paul encountered the risen Christ on the 

road to Damascus. Afterwards, the Lord sent Ananias to minister to Paul and 
told him,  ‘’this man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much 
he must suffer for my name.’’ 
Much later in his life Paul would write to the Philippians, ‘’I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.’’ The Holy Spirit used Paul’s life to demonstrate what ‘’pressing on’’ 
meant. 
 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 11 Paul outlines a partial list of some of the 
things he endured as a follower of Christ; imprisonment, abandonment and 
beatings. He was threatened by his fellow Jews and by Gentiles, and left for 
dead on more then one occasion. He even talks in chapter 12 of the 
messenger of Satan tormenting him. After pleading with the Lord to take it 
away, Paul was more than content to accept His response. ‘’My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’’. He was 
learning, like we all need to, that when we are weak, then we’re strong.  
I’ve always been amazed at Paul’s resume’ outlined in Philippians chapter 3. 
And yet, he considered everything he was and everything he had 
accomplished to be loss, actually forfeiting his former life, all in an effort to 
know Christ more and be counted as one of His followers. 
 
 We all have areas of weakness. We all have times of doubt or 
discouragement. Sometimes even questioning if the Lord hears you at all. 
Many times I have been in a place of loneliness and intense physical pain 
which seemed at the time to have no end. It’s easy in times like those to feel 



very alone. But there was a season where I believe the Holy Spirit continually 
reminded me that I serve the Lord whose name is Jehovah Shammah, which 
means ‘’the God whose Presence is with us’’. It didn’t matter how I felt or 
what I had to go through, He would be there. Even before I got there, He was 
there waiting to see me through. 
 
 Question: Is there anything in my life right now that I place above my 
relationship with the Lord? 
 
 Prayer: Father, I ask you to show me ways to draw closer to you. Teach me 
how to trust you in every situation and to patiently endure. 
 
 Next Step: With no distractions, sit quietly.  Worship.  Listen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 9: March 12th 
Am I strong in faith?  
Author: Peter Batchelder 
 
 What does this question mean?  I have always thought I was strong in 
my faith in God.  My life experiences have confirmed and proven to me that 
God is real and that God is always working all things together for my good.   
 
 Several years ago I went through a strange period of quitting a job to 
pursue another one.  That door closed very quickly and after prayer and 
waiting, another job opportunity came up and then very shortly closed as 
well.   
 

I took several months of waiting.  I didn’t know what to do.  I could have 
taken a job many different places, but I felt paralyzed.  I have lived my life on 
praying and asking the Holy Spirit for guidance.  I felt like rushing into things 
too quickly was a recipe for getting in to trouble.  Each time I began something 
new and it didn’t work out I became a little more fearful.  Is God really 
working in my life? Am I wasting my time waiting on His answer to my 
prayers?   

 
I fell into a very dark time of wondering if God cared about me and my 

family at all.  I did not feel close to Him.  I did not feel like I could hear His 
voice anymore speaking in my life.  I have watched many people over my 
lifetime of service in the church go through very difficult life 
experiences.  From a distance, some seemed to weather the storm and come 
back to what I viewed as “normal”.  Others ended up leaving the church at 
some point.  I came to this point in my life where all I could do was say “God, 
where are you?”   

 
After several months of this turmoil, I came to a very difficult point 

where I either wanted to stop serving God or make a decision to follow Him 
even if it did not feel right, even if I didn’t “feel” Him close to me.  I came to 
the decision that I was going to show up even if I didn’t “feel” like He was 
doing anything for me.  I started going to WAR whenever I could.  I went to 
Pursue.  I would just pray “God, I’m here. I don’t know what else to do.”   

 
Lindsey (my wife) and I met with Pastor Torry and Marlyn to discuss 

where we were.  It was not a wonderful conversation because I was in such a 



difficult place of questioning God’s goodness.  At the end of that evening 
Pastor Torry finished by saying “Peter, I know you are strong in faith.”  

 
I asked myself over and over for the next few months: Am I strong in 

faith?”  I thought, “If I am strong in faith, then why is all this happening to 
me?”  About a year ago at a Pursue night, I went down to the altar and knelt 
down.  One person prayed over me and another read some Psalms over me.  I 
went away not sure if anything was different.  There was no bright light or 
flashy change.  But the next day, I could tell something was different.   

 
After a few weeks I could tell that I had been healed of PTSD that 

night.  That sentence is very short, but it was a total change in my mind and 
heart.  The lens through which I had been seeing life and the world around me 
for so many years was gone.  I had been struggling through a difficult time 
believing I was just having a crisis of occupation and a crisis of faith.  But 
beyond that, God was working in my life in a way I could not have imagined.   

 
We always hear of trial by fire and of God’s refining fire.  I believe we all 

have troubles and trials in our lives.  We may never know why they come or 
how, but will we be strong in faith through the worst of them?  Will we allow 
the Lord to work in our lives to change us more into the image of Jesus?   

 
It’s so hard to recognize and put aside pride in the midst of the difficult 

situations.  It is so difficult to trust that while everything feels wrong, God is 
working something new in us, even if we don’t see it, even if it takes years.   

 
 Maybe the harder the struggle and difficulty is, the bigger the reward at 
the end.  The Bible says in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.”  I have always loved this verse.  It’s a great 
reminder.  Can we choose to be strong in faith despite our feelings in 
hardship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 10: May 13th 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered! We’re His! 
Author: Greg Van Brunt 
 
Read: Ephesians 1:11-14 
 

Consider what it means to be sealed. Being sealed means what is inside 
is untouched, not capable of being contaminated by any outside influences. It 
means what is contained within is preserved, so it is when opened as it was 
when it was sealed. When sealed, everything which needs to be inside the 
seal is already there, nothing more needs to be added. Something sealed 
cannot ever be spoiled. 

 
 Jarring, or canning, is a great example of what goes into a seal. First, the 
vessel must be cleaned thoroughly on the inside. What is being sealed is 
seasoned, infused with the chosen flavors by the one cooking, and then 
brought to a high temperature in order to eradicate all impurities. Then, the 
product of the cook is then placed inside the vessel, while still hot, and the lid 
is tightly applied. It is the heat which then creates the seal. These jars can be 
buried, covered in dirt, yet the interior remains clean. The outside of the lid or 
can could rust, or be covered in debris, still what is inside remains pure, 
untouched. How the outsides look matters not in the least, for it is what is 
inside the seal, within the confines of the vessel, which are of the utmost 
importance. In an ideal situation, once something is sealed in a jar or can, it 
will not weaken or spoil, as long as the seal remains.  
 
 In the 1st Century, this idea of a seal is most often seen in official 
documents and correspondence between people of influence and power. The 
seal was a clear indicator of many things. An official seal noted that what was 
written on the document was authentic, as intended from the originator. It 
was a guarantee of safe passage, for all connected to the seal, from the 
beginning to the end of the journey. Seals were an indication of who the 
sealed object belonged to. Finally, once applied, the seal could only be opened 
by the intended recipient. 
 
 Who are we in Christ? His blood has cleansed us thoroughly. All that 
makes us impure is removed as we are made in His image, as He choses to 
“flavor” us for His purposes. The fire of the Holy Spirit seals up the work of 



Christ, keeping us preserved until the end of our journey. Our destination is 
guaranteed, and our arrival is assured because the seal marks us as belonging 
to God. All through our journey, we will have everything we need within us. 
“The word of truth, the gospel of salvation” is all which is required to 
complete this sojourn. We will stumble. Our flesh will fail. The world will 
attack us. When we finally put off this mortal coil, our outsides will look every 
bit the worse for wear. We will have the dents of the world, and the mire of 
our own shortcomings. But the seal will remain intact. The seal cannot be 
broken, not by us or by the world, as neither are the originator or the 
recipient of that which is sealed. Only God, to whom we belong, can open that 
which He, as the Holy Spirit, has sealed to receive that which He, as Christ our 
Savior, has made us to be. Who are we in Christ? We are sealed!  
 
Question: As we walk through this life, do we truly realize who we are in 
Christ? When life comes to challenge us, do we respond, in power, with all 
that Christ has put in us? When we fall short, do we get right back up, 
continuing forward in our assurance with Him? And when the Accuser comes 
to say we have become spoiled goods , are we able to know that the seal has 
held, and we are still the perfection Christ has made us? – to the praise of His 
glory! 
 
Prayer: Ask the Lord to bring to mind the truth of His word; that we are 
flawed and sinners, yet in Him we are sealed – perfect and holy. 
 
The Next Step: Look around the house at all the different things which are 
sealed. Food, medicines, household and hygiene cleaning products all have 
seals. We trust, almost without question, that what is behind the seal is what 
it is supposed to be. Have that confidence, and all the more, in the truth of 
God’s Word; we are sealed, and that which is behind the seal is what it is 
supposed to be – Perfect, holy, blameless, the perfection of God’s 
workmanship. 
 
 
Passage: Ephesians 6:10, 13  - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power...put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 
stand.   
 
 



 
Day 11: March 14th 

I Can Be Strong 
Author: Emily Vaas 
 
Read: Ephesians 6:10-20 
  

Strength comes in many shapes and sizes. Strength is needed to lift 
objects, shovel snow, and carry multiple giggling children at one time. 
Strength also is shown in the resilience of loss, in the courage to stand up for 
what is right, and in the boldness to step out of a comfort zone. In Ephesians 
we are confronted with the truth that strength is needed to stand firm against 
all forms of the devil's schemes. We are told to arm ourselves, to work out our 
spiritual muscles, to practice for the days when we are confronted with evil. It 
is in this training and equipping, that we prepare for what is to come, because 
we are guaranteed that evil will come.   

 
I have spent many hours in the gym training for different events, 

whether it is an endurance event or getting my legs ready to climb the Grand 
Canyon or Mt. Katahdin, and there are some big boys (or baby buffalos) that 
are there for hours lifting. They train hard, they train every day, and they train 
long. Muscular development is not a here and there kind of thing. It is a daily 
commitment that produces results.  

 
In this same way, we must make our training a daily commitment. 

Moments that we spend each day, gaining more knowledge of the scriptures, 
practicing silence and listening for God’s voice, and worshiping him, equips us 
to fight with confidence. We can be strong, we can face giants, we can face 
evil and be ready to fight, because that is the Lord in us. Instead of flooding 
our muscles with protein, we are filling every cell, every nerve, every fiber of 
our being with truth, peace, and the righteous of the Lord. Then, as stated in 
Eph 6:13, “...you may be able to stand your ground, and after everything, to 
stand.”  
 
Question: What am I doing to train my spiritual muscles on an everyday basis?   
 
Prayer: Lord, increase a desire for a personal, set-aside, time with you. 
Strengthen my self-discipline each day as I commit to training deeper and 



more on purpose. Increase the awareness of my understanding of Your will in 
my life.  
 
Next step: Make a “lifting” commitment. Commit to finishing this devotional, 
then find a plan for continuing your devotions. Build your spiritual strength in 
the Lord. Lean on His knowledge, imparted in you. Grow, fight, stand.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 12: March 15th 
 I am Blessed 
 Author: Scott Osborne 
 
Read: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. (Eph. 
1:3, NIV) 
 

As I read this verse, I have questions. What is this apparent gold mine of 
riches God has given me in Christ and why has he done it? The passage goes 
on to say he decided to adopt me, through Jesus, before the earth was formed 
and literally made alive by the shed blood of Christ. What rich spiritual 
blessings those are! The entirety of the first three chapters makes me feel 
amazingly special and unconditionally loved.  

 
The next three chapters unfold my obligations as part of the Body of 

Christ and then the light bulb goes on. I’ve been given the infinite blessings of 
God to help me serve him, not simply because he loves me. Can I be patient 
and tolerate others’ faults? Can I change my bad attitudes and walk away 
from my immoral human nature? Am I willing to help meet the needs of 
others rather than focus on me? Not without the spiritual blessing God 
provides for every situation. Father embedded his Holy Spirit in me to behave 
like an air traffic controller, directing the right blessing(s) for every situation.  

 



There are those times when I get distracted from my heavenly mission. I 
lost my job, my baby is sick, my co-worker is driving me crazy. If I allow him, 
the Holy Spirit directs my focus back to the Lord. His blessings allow me to get 
beyond myself and get back on track. Ironically, those are the times he often 
gets the best reflection of his glory. Father, may I…may we all, as your 
children…embrace every spiritual blessing that we may do your will and bring 
you glory!  
 
Question: How am I applying the blessings of God in my life to do His will? 
 
Prayer: Father, please help me to see all the ways you have blessed me. I 
quiet myself and listen for your voice. Please show me how I can use each 
blessing to serve you and bring you glory.  
 
Next Step: Today I will begin developing the discipline to live out the prayer I 
just prayed. I will focus on how I can use one area of God’s blessing to be a 
blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 13: May 16th 
I am God’s child 
Author: Shannon Gligora 
 
Read: Because you are close to me and always available, my confidence will 
never be shaken, for I experience your wrap-around presence every moment. 
Psalm 16:8 The Passion Translation 
 

My kids are 3 and 6.  Every time we walk through a parking lot or cross a 
street, they know the rule—they have to hold my hand.  Now, I don’t let them 
just take a light grasp of my finger.  No, I tell them to hold my hand but in 
reality, I’m holding them with a good, tight grip.  I’m holding them much more 
tightly than they could ever hold me.   This is because I want to make sure 
they don’t get distracted and run after something.  I want to make sure if I see 
a car coming, I can keep them out of danger.  I know that their perspective is 
much more limited than mine.  I know their maturity and judgement is still 
developing.  If they trip and fall, I can catch them before they hit the ground, 
because I’ve already got them.  As we walk like this together, I’m looking for 
dangers that they would never recognize.  I’m guiding them and directing 
them in the right way to go.  Every time I’ve ever held my child’s hand, the 
Lord has reminded me that he’s holding onto me much more tightly than I 
could ever hold onto him.  He’s got me.  No matter what comes my way, He’s 
already seen what’s ahead and his strong arm is guiding and protecting. 
 
Question: What comes to mind when you think of God holding onto you?  Is 
there an area of stress in your life that you need to be reminded that He 
already sees what’s ahead, and He’s guiding and holding you as you walk 
through it? 
 
Prayer:  Ask God to let you feel His wrap-around presence holding and guiding 
you every step.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 14: May 17th 
I have Peace 
Author: Diane Ransom 
 
Read: Philippians 4:6-8 
 

As Christians, we can acknowledge anxiety yet still know we are not 
alone.  Paul held on to the “Peace of God” and remained at peace with God 
while in prison. When we fill our hearts and minds with God’s word, we can be 
strengthened to face whatever crisis life throws at us. That’s not to say it will 
be easy, it just means we’re not alone, we don’t have to fall apart, we don’t 
have to hold on to anxiety and depression and we don’t have to feel guilty. 
We can have peace! We do, however, have to participate according to Apostle 
Paul.  Verse 8 tells us how to have God’s peace. The evil one will plant and 
manipulate thoughts to try to control us and steal our peace. Whatever it 
takes to interfere with God’s plan for His people becomes Satan’s top priority. 

 
When my grandson was murdered, I was heartbroken and truly thought I 

would loose my mind. I have to admit, I was on an emotional rollercoaster and 
pure thoughts were nowhere to be found. I wanted revenge even more than 
justice, so you’re free to use your imagination here.  That rollercoaster was 
headed off track, and fast.  
As a congregation and family, we were in a special time of prayer and fasting. I 
found myself harboring vengeful thinking and in an instant I lost the “Peace of 
God”. The enemy came in and flooded my mind with visions and imaginations 
of how my grandson died in the arms of his panicked friend.  
 

I saw the horrified look in his eyes as his life slipped away, and I couldn’t 
stop the nightmares.I shared my thoughts and feelings with one of my dear 
friends here in the body and we prayed for peace. (Remember: We are 
instructed to bear each others burdens but that only happens if we share 
them. Isolation is not peace.) 
She revealed how the enemy used the critical tragedy of my grandson’s death, 
at a most vulnerable time, as a distraction. After our talk, the nightmare’s 
stopped and I was able to refocus. Peace was restored. 
 
Question: Ask yourself, “How have I allowed calamity, crisis, tragedy 
disappointment and anxiety to control me?” 
 



Pray: ask the Holy Spirit to help you find and understand several scriptures on 
peace and how to participate in keeping peace of mind in all things. Isa 26:3 / 
Psalm 4:8  
 
Nest Step: When tragedy and crisis come knocking, remember: 
“He is an almighty Watcher, a sleepless Guardian, a faithful Friend. Nothing 
can happen without His direction, for even hell itself is under His control. 
Darkness is not dark to Him. He has promised to be a wall of fire around His 
people—and who can break through such a barrier?”     Charles Spurgeon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 15: March 18th 
S.O.A.P Devotional- Identity 
Author: Joe Chittum 
 

Backdrop into what Identity means to me on a personal level and I truly 
understand the impact it has on my life. I was born into a rich Italian heritage 
and legacy on my moms’ side. My moms’ family was one of the first Mafia 
families in the United States and in New England. I got wrapped up in this at 
13-18 and put my faith in the back seat many times.  At 18, I decided to 
choose Jesus and never looked back. I could have chosen to be identified as a 
lower level person in the Mob, but instead, I chose to be a child of God, a 
royal priesthood, a son, one he calls beloved, chosen. This is our Identity.  
Simply put, our very DNA and our birthright.  
 
S-Scripture 
Matthew 16:20-22. ”The young Man said to Him, “all these I have kept. What 
do I still lack? v21 Jesus said to him, if you would be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven; and 
come, follow me.” v22 When the young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  
 
O- Observation. 
The young rich man had many earthly possessions. He valued material thing’s 
over the Kingdom. He stated in prior verses, that he had kept the 
commandments, he had not committed murder and he honored his father 
and mother. To him these held some value, but not as much as how he 
identified himself. See, he identified himself by what he possessed.  He was 
unwilling to give up material things and entitlements for the true treasure, a 
relationship with Jesus and the gift of eternal life with him. 
 
A- Application  
We are created in the very image of the Father. Our DNA- Birthright is that we 
are called sons and daughters, children of God. This is our identity, this is our 
birthright. This is what was stamped on our new birth certificate from the 
Father when he sent his Son to the cross for all our sins. Jesus Christ rose from 
grave and ascended to the throne to sit next to his father. His price for us gave 
us the chance to choose to be identified with and have a relationship with 
him.  



YOU ARE NOT who the world says you are. You are his beloved and he is 
yours.  
 
P- Prayer  
Here is a simple daily prayer and a lovely reminder of whose we are and 
whom we serve.  
“Lord, help me take my eyes off the circumstances of this world, my job, my 
insecurities and my family. I want to fix my eyes on you, the author and 
perfecter of my faith.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Day 16: March 19th 
I am chosen and dearly loved 
Author: Tony Rosati 
 
Read: Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience... Beyond all these 
things, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
          - Colossians 3:12b 
 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 
          - Hebrews 12:2 
 
As a lily among brambles,   
so is my love among the young women. 
          - Song of Solomon 2:2 
 

When Paul interrupts himself with the parenthetical aside “as God’s 
chosen, holy and beloved” in Colossians 3:12, he is giving us a gift that we 
cannot afford to miss. Before providing us with a list of characteristics our new 



lives in Christ should reflect, Paul confirms with this tiny statement that our 
identities in Christ are complete, our status as His chosen and beloved 
children has already been secured. What follows then, are not prerequisites 
for us to earn these identities, but rather, the fruits that will only spring forth 
from us as a natural overflow from the love that we already know we possess.  

 
As we enter this time of communal prayer and fasting, let us enter from 

a place knowing that we can never be more loved, more accepted, more 
valued, more worthy than we are then at the moment that Christ saw us from 
the cross and called us out from among the crowd to be His own. If we can 
bring ourselves to lift our eyes and return his gaze, we become definitively 
sons and daughters of the King of kings, restored to our true and rightful 
identity. We can never be more chosen or more loved - there is no 
progressing in this new identity - our job now is to sink into these new selves 
and learn how to live in this world as the royalty we are. To live any life less 
than that of a beloved and accepted child of God is to tell God that He made a 
mistake - that our failure is so significant in the grand scale of the universe, 
that the sacrifice of its creator is not sufficient to correct it. To live a life 
burdened by shame, by fear, by self-hatred is to live a life that is disingenuous 
to our true identities, telling God that His love and His sacrifice are misguided 
and insufficient.  
 
He has already died on the cross - my task is to accept the fact that He did 
this, willingly and with great love, for me - I was the joy that the Redeemer 
envisioned to endure the shame of the cross. He is waiting for you, arms 
forever open wide in acceptance, His choice made, His love given - do not 
deny His great act by being too proud to receive Him. Your God has called you, 
"my beloved!", so therefore, you are His beloved. 
 
Question: What is it that is keeping you from your true identity as God’s 
beloved child? What sin are you trying to escape, what memory are you trying 
to forget, what identity are you trying to shed, what goal are you trying to 
accomplish, what problem are you trying to solve before you deem yourself 
worthy of receiving the love that God has already given you? 
 
Pray: Savior God, thank you that You are Love. Thank you that You have not 
merely declared Your love for me, but that You demonstrated it by sacrificing 
Your Son Jesus for me, while I was still a sinner. Thank you that for whatever 
reason, You found me worthy of dying for and help me not to be too proud to 



receive your favor. Help me to sink into the identity that You have secured for 
me - to hear You call out, “My beloved son, my most beautiful daughter” and 
know without doubt or shame that You are speaking to me! Amen. 
 
Next Step: Take the invitation in Hebrews 4:16, to come boldly before the 
throne of grace, as an invitation made directly and without mistake to you. 
Find a quiet space, and for a few minutes, sit silently in the Lord’s presence, 
bask in it without shame, knowing that according to the finished sacrifice of 
Christ, you not only have every right to be there, but that He lovingly made 
that sacrifice because He wants you there. Yes, you. This is where you belong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 17: March 20th 
I have access to the Father 
Aurthor: Tammy Botkin 
 
Read: Eph. 2:18, Hebrews 10:19-22, Romans 5:1-2 
 
  If you’ve ever had an “All Access Pass” at a concert, sporting event, etc, 
you know it carries the ability to go anywhere, see anyone and be a part of 
everything. Nothing is limited when you bear an access pass. But they are 
usually costly.  
Adam and Eve had “all access” with the Father in the Garden, but lost it to sin. 
They had the ability to walk with God, born in freedom to be in His Presence. 
And for hundreds of years after the fall, mankind longed to regain that 
intimate connection with the Father. And God longed to draw near to us. 
His redemption plan was in place…for the blood of Jesus to bring us back. He 
purchased access and tore down all barriers and divides. Jesus, God’s Son laid 



down His life, knowing our desperate need to be with our Father. He restored 
it all.  
 
But often we still function with a “God is far off” mentality. As if the gift of 
nearness doesn’t exist. We can sometimes forget what we lack when we 
distance ourselves and not place any priority on time with Him.  
Having access is crucial. In His presence is everything we need. Peace to quiet 
the storm, strength to endure; everything we need is wrapped up in Him 
being near. 
'I know the Lord is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside 
me.' Psalms 16:8 
 
When you need an answer, when you are wronged, when it doesn’t make 
sense…there is a desire to run to our heavenly “Daddy”, to talk it through, to 
hear Him speak, to receive comfort, to set it right. Nothing is limited with 
access to your Father God. 
 
Question:  Am I accessing the Father in confidence? Desiring to be entirely in 
His presence, fully grasping that Jesus paid for me to be there?”(Am I using my 
pass?)  
 
Prayer: Jesus, thank you for opening a way to be close to the Father again. 
That there is no longer a divide and barrier to know You. You have given us 
freedom and the right to be called children of God. As Your child, help me to 
see the freedom I have in running to You, without hesitation. 
 
Next Step: Imagine an “All Access Badge” hanging around your neck 
throughout the day. Let it change how you respond to adversity and 
challenges. The enemy can no longer tell you “access denied”. You are not 
limited…you have full access to the Creator of the universe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Day 18: March 21st 
Heirs with Christ 
Author: Pastor Torry Gligora 
 
Read:  Ephesians 1:1-11; Colossians 3:23,24 
 
 Have you ever received an inheritance?  As an heir, you receive the benefit 
of someone else’s accomplishments.  Your life is increased and enriched, and 
all you have to do is be willing to receive it.  In our devotional time today, let’s 
think about the spiritual inheritance we have received because of Jesus. 
 
It’s important to realize today that you are an HEIR of God because of our 
faith in Jesus.  Hebrews 1:2 says that God the Father has appointed Jesus the 
heir of everything.  John 1:12 says that to those who believe on His name, are 
given the power (right; authority) to become sons and daughters of God.  
Romans 8:17 tells us, as children of God, we are heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ. 
 

As heirs, our inheritance is both eternal and present.  Read these verses 
to get a small picture of our eternal inheritance:  Titus 3:7; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 
Revelation 21:2, 4; Psalms 31:19; 1 Corinthians 2:9.  God has prepared a 
future for His sons and daughters that is unimaginable and inexplicable in its 
fullness and wonder.  Peter writes we are saved ‘to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.’ 1 Pet.1:3,4 

 
 Yet, while we wait for such a glorious inheritance, it is also here and now.  
Psalms 36:8 says, ‘They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your 
house, and You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.’ As heirs with 
Christ, look at some of the benefits that have already been given us to enjoy: 
• All things that pertain unto life and godliness   2 Peter 1:3.  
• Partakers of the divine nature of Christ  2 Peter 1:4.  
• Power and anointing in the Holy Spirit   Acts 1:8, 1 John 2:27.  
• Forgiveness of sins and freedom from guilt   1 John 1:9 & Romans 8:1.  
• Divine health and healing  Matthew 8:17.  
• Freedom from poverty assurance that our  needs will be met - Matthew 
6:36.  
• The prosperity in all things, including our soul  3 John 1:2.  
 



Question:  How can knowledge and faith of your inheritance in Christ help the 
way you think and act each day? 
 
Prayer:  As you spend time in prayer today, let the truth that you are no 
longer a slave but a son--and if a son, an heir through God cause you to come 
before Him humble, thankful, yet bold. 
 
Next Step:  Choose 2 or 3 benefits of your inheritance from the list above and 
ask the Lord to help you apply them to the challenges you may be facing 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 19: March 22nd 
I have been justified 
Author: Bob Zerman 
 
 
Passage for the day: Romans 5:1(KJV) Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  
 
Read: Romans 5:1; Romans 4:2,3; Romans 3:24-26; Romans 10:9,10; Mark 
5:36; 9:21-24; 1 John 5:14,15; Colossians 3:15. 
 

Devotional thought…following this year’s theme, knowing who we are in 
Christ, can I say that I believe this declaration revealed by Paul that I am truly 
justified by faith? Or do I still ask the question, am I truly justified by my faith? 
General Illustration…let us look at the true question inside the declaration of 
(Romans 5:1). Paul uses the example of Abraham’s faith (Rms 4:2,3) which is 
believing God and taking Him at His word to declare Abraham righteous based 
on one fact alone, that Abraham believed.      
                                                                                        
  At the declaration again in our scriptural text, justification or 
righteousness or innocence comes by faith which is believing that God’s word 
is true.  The peace we have with God is reconciliation back to a restored 



relationship broken by Adam’s sin. This wonderful truth is the plan of 
redemption by Jesus’ blood through His Atonement (Rms 3:24-26).  This grace 
truth comes simply by believing with our heart and confessing with our mouth 
this marvelous experience of being born again and receiving the righteous 
sinless nature of Jesus unto regeneration through sanctification (Rms 10:9,10).  
 
Question: I know that the scripture also says that my declaration is “I am the 
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus”, do I believe it? 
 
Prayer: Remember that our theme is Knowing who we are in Christ, which 
means If we know, we should be assured in faith, not wavering in doubt (Mark 
5:36).  Our prayer should be one of gratitude to our Lord Jesus for His sacrifice 
to save us and to deliver us from this present evil age.  If you are in doubt, 
(Mark 5:36) and (Mark 9:21-24) are encouragement scriptures for you to, by 
an act of your will, be in faith trusting in Jesus to give you that assurance.  It is 
an exchange on the cross of Christ that He gives to you His righteousness for 
your unrighteousness.  Pray with the confidence declared in (1 John 5: 14,15). 
 

Next Step: We have covered the issues of justification (guiltlessness) and faith 

(belief) but we need to address one more issue, that of peace with God.  Seek 

after the peace of God that rules in your heart according to (Colossians 3:15). 

That is an assurance by the Holy Spirit that you do know the declaration of 

(Romans 5:1) is in fact true. Walk in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Day 20: March 23rd 

I Am Assured That, All Things Work Together for Good 
Author: Sharon Thrower 
 
Read:  Romans 8: 28-31, emphasis on verse 28. 
 

In the book of Genesis, chapters 37-50, we find the story of Joseph.  In 
his life, Joseph had so many things going well for him. He was handsome and 
the first son born to Jacob through Rachel.  Joseph was his father’s favorite 
child.  Joseph had dreams that made him feel special and close to God. 

 
But one day, everything in his life changed.  He was hated by his 

brothers.  They threw him into a pit, then they sold him into slavery.  He was 
abruptly snatched from a comfortable and safe life, to a life of uncertainty.  He 
was lied on, and thrown into a prison for years.  He went from a life of the 
known, to a life of the unknown. 

 
He was a boy of about 17 when these things began to happen to him  

Yet, God had His hand on Joseph.  God had a divine plan and purpose for him.  
Joseph didn’t know, nor did he understand why God had allowed this path for 
his life. Yet, he never seemed to waver in his trust in God.  God was always in 
control.  Joseph kept his trust in God; and God used Joseph greatly. 

Joseph lived a life of integrity. He was faithful to God in the midst of 
adversity, the unknown,  poverty, prosperity and in the elevation to greatness.  
Starting as a child and then progressing to an old age; Joseph went from being 
preferred, privileged and pampered by his father; to being thrown in a pit,  
sold as a slave in Potiphar’s house, thrown into prison, and then elevated to 
the palace. 

 
Now, in the history of biblical praise worthies, Joseph is exalted to 

prominence as one who trusted God.  His destiny was planned and fulfilled.  
God has a divine plan and purpose for your life. There is no mistake in where 
God has you.  Allow Him to use you.  There is often a delay before seeing God 
work through us. Delays are a necessary time of spiritual growth and of 
character preparation.  Joseph’s life teaches us to trust God, when we can’t 
trace Him in our circumstances. Disappointments are vital to spiritual growth 
because they demand faith, and they challenge us to rest all hope upon God. 

 



Romans 8:28 reminds us that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love Him, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. These things work together for our good and for God’s glory!  
  
Question: What is going on in your life, in your family, or unwanted 
circumstances that is hard for you to understand? 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord,   I trust you when I can’t trace you in my circumstances.  I 
know that you are in control even when it seems that my world is spinning 
madly out of control.  Please encourage my heart today.  Put your glory and 
your power on display in my behalf.  May you receive all the glory, honor and 
praise. Lord, I believe, please help any area of unbelief.  Thank you for hearing 
my prayer and moving on my behalf, and in behalf of any others that I have 
concern for.  In Jesus’ Name I pray, amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 21: March 24th 
I have the power to forgive 
Author: Jeremy Gligora 
 
Read: Eph 4:30 – 5:2 
 

Shot through the heart And you're to blame 
Darlin', you give love a bad name 
An angel's smile is what you sell 

You promise me heaven, then put me through hell 
Chains of love got a hold on me 

When passion's a prison, you can't break free 
 
 For those of you old enough to remember Jon Bon Jovi and this rock 
anthem from the 80’s, please do your best to ignore the visions of Giant hair 
and neon spandex invading your imagination right now.  For those of you who 
aren’t familiar with this song, or the unfortunate fashion statements that 
accompanied it, let me give you one important piece of context. If you were a 
teenager in the mid to late 80’s and had a bad break up, this was the song you 
played when you got to the anger stage of your grief cycle. 
 
 While the song may give us a giggle as we flashback to that time, the 
lyrics themselves are anything but funny if we read them seriously. For many, 
there is a personal story that this tune could be the theme song for.  A 
marriage that didn’t last, a betrayal from a friend, a relative that abandoned 
you.  
When we are hurt by someone we love, anger is a natural reaction which is 
why the rocky angst of the song feels just right. We connect emotionally not 
just to the words, but to the emotion the song conveys.  
 
 But here’s the thing, we were not created to be angry. Anger is a God 
given warning that something is wrong and we need to resolve an issue. 
Unfortunately, sometimes the only thing we address is the anger and not the 
issue that the anger is warning us about. This is about as effective as just 
covering your check engine light with tape when it comes on in the car. You 
may not see the warning any more, but sooner or later you are going to have 
a much bigger mess. 
 



 This is why Paul commands us in Ephesians 4:31 to get rid of ALL 
bitterness, anger, harsh words and rage. He says they “bring sorrow to the 
Holy Spirit”. Why? Because God knows they are poison in your body that will 
Kill you and keep you distant from Himself as well as everyone else in your life.  
 
 
 
 Thank the Lord, Paul offers the antidote in the following verse. He 
teaches us that our only solution is to forgive as Christ has forgiven you. How 
did Christ forgive you?  
1. Completely  
2. Preemptively (God forgave you before you knew you needed it.) 
3. Without hope of reparations (Jesus knew you would never be able to repay 
him for what it cost) 
 
This is how we must forgive if we are going to live poison free lives.  
 
Question: Is there anyone or group of people you need to forgive? 
 
Pray: Out loud say their name, what they did to you. Then declare that you 
forgive them. Finish your prayer asking the Lord to heal any wounds they may 
have inflicted and freeing you from any bondage that you may have suffered 
due to your unforgiveness. 
 
Next step: For the next week any time you think of that person ask the lord to 
bless them. 


