Questions for 11/18-24/ 24

Nov. 18 – (Luke 22:47-62) Let’s back up a little.  Jesus tells His disciples in verses 36-38 to buy a sword if they don’t have one.  Now in verses 49-51, it’s several hours later and one of the disciples uses his sword to cut off an ear of one who is trying to arrest Jesus.  Does this show you that the disciples just didn’t get what Jesus was saying about swords?
Think about Peter’s involvement as he tries to stay near the “arrested” Jesus. Loyalty has taken Peter this far, but as the night wears on, tiredness has sapped his resolve.  It’s a familiar problem which strikes us often, in the middle of life or of some great project.  We begin with excitement, but our intentions or energy drain away.  In what ways do you relate to Peter’s attempts and struggles to be faithful? In what kind of situation are you tempted to avoid identification with Jesus (or avoid identification with Him by your thoughts or actions)? Notice Jesus has already taken care of Peter’s struggles.  All Peter had to do is acknowledge or take responsibility for them… Let’s look at it another way. What are the similarities and differences with Peter and Judas? When you sin do you truly repent or maybe ask forgiveness but continue with self-loathing? Self-loathing has been described as “I am so bad. God can’t forgive me so I will punish myself.” When we do this, we are making ourselves “god”. Selah 

Nov. 19 – (Luke 22:63-71) As I was reading about the men beating Jesus and mocking Him, I pictured in my mind Jesus being able to respond each time knowing who it was. I could have said “I forgive you ___ for hitting Me. They would know the Truth that He could do it. But He humbled himself and did not respond. It showed me how depraved my thinking is. That certainly would not be humble, wanting them to know I could do it and yet adding the “Christian thing” to it. “Forgive me Lord.”
At daybreak Jesus was brought before the Sanhedrin (top religious leaders of the country). They ask if He was the Christ. In typical Jesus’ way, He responded by saying if He told them they wouldn’t believe it. He also called Himself the Son of Man.  (Remember, He used this most often in public because they could relate and accept He was a son of a man.) When they asked again if He was the Son of God, He agreed with what they said.  They still didn’t believe Him! 

Nov. 20 – (Luke 23:1-5) It’s interesting that now that Jesus is before Pilate, the Sanhedrin is telling Pilate that Jesus is inciting them against Caesar. Pilate was the Roman governor over Judea, so he was interested in keeping the Romans in control.  Isn’t it interesting that in Mark 12:17 Jesus tells them to render to Caesar those things that are Caesar’s. Jesus was telling them to respect those governing them. How often do we twist things around for our benefit? Selah
	When Pilate asked Jesus if He was king of the Jews, He again agreed with Pilate.  In this instance, Pilate saw nothing wrong (Roman-wise) with who Jesus was. I’m asking myself who I say (and believe) Jesus is.  How do I respond to this belief? 

Nov. 21 – (Luke 23:6-16) After Pilate announces Jesus is not guilty, the religious men start whining about Jesus stirring up trouble everywhere including where Pilate is. Pilate knows the right thing to do but begins to weaken. His fear of what people may think of him makes him change his mind on what he knows is right. How often do we do and say things because we “fear people”? That means we care more about their opinion than God’s opinion. Pilate then tries to get rid of the decision by sending Him to Herod who was king of the region. Herod was excited to see Him because he had heard about Jesus and wanted to see Him perform miracles.  Jesus knew Herod’s heart and remained silent during the questions, so Herod found no guilt and sent Jesus back to Pilate. Pilate has another chance to recognize the Truth and do the right thing. He does not. Again, how many times do we get another chance to do the right thing but choose to continue in our sin. “God help us to repent.”

Nov. 22 – (Luke 23:18-25) Let me give you Bill Meyers’ take on this passage from “Dr. Luke Examines Jesus”. Pressure continues to mount on Pilate as the people continually try to persuade him to do what he knows is wrong. (Sound familiar?) But wait. Maybe he’s found a way out.  Maybe he won’t have to take a stand for Jesus.  It’s customary to release one prisoner for the Passover celebration.  He’ll release Jesus and everyone will be happy. 
	Not quite. The crowd would rather see a murderer released than God the Son.  For the third time, Pilate cries out to the crowd that Jesus is innocent.  But the people want to see Jesus die. Now there’s no place for Pilate to run.  He must make a decision: his old life with its luxuries and reputation, or God and the Truth-the decision every person in the world must make. Pilate fails.  He listens to the world instead of receiving what he knows to be the Truth. Selah

Nov. 23 – (Luke 23:26-43)- There is so much in these verses, I thought about just letting you dig some things out for yourself.  I couldn’t do it. Here are some thoughts I had. Simon of Cyrene was probably coming to the Passover. He had two sons with him and most likely a lamb to sacrifice. He abandoned his journey to carry Jesus’ cross. Jesus was too weak to carry it as quickly as the guards wanted. Though he was probably forced to do this, I see someone giving up his agenda to “help” Jesus. 
	Jesus then takes time and energy to prophecy the future of the Jews in that weakened state.  He forgives the thief who acknowledges Him as Lord. He also forgives everyone who is doing this…. that would include us!

Nov. 24 – (Luke 23:44-49) How do you look at Jesus’ death? Think about it from the perspective of His followers. Though Jesus told them what would happen, in this moment they were not rejoicing. They could only see the immediate.  How many times in our lives do we only focus on our immediate circumstances and don’t trust in what He has said to us in His Word and through the Holy Spirit.  He wants us to be victorious through any challenges we are walking through.  Victory comes when we trust what He has said and not what we see happening in front of us. SELAH

