CA BRC Questions for 11 25 to 12 1  24

Nov. 25 – (Thanksgiving) Thanksgiving is a time for reflecting on all things we are thankful for, and as Christians, we have the greatest reason of all to be thankful – being saved by the grace of Jesus Christ. We’ve selected a few Bible verses to help you give thanks and praise through the Thanksgiving holiday.
But if you ask us, these verses aren’t just for Thanksgiving – oh no! They are guaranteed to make you feel thankful and joyous at any time of the year.
And each morning and evening they stood before the Lord to sing songs of thanks and praise to him.
– Psalm 7:17 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.

Nov. 26- (Thanksgiving) (Ps. 8) “Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon, and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of Him, the Son of man that you care for Him?” (Ps. 8: 1, 3-4) Let’s thank God today for the “work of His fingers” whether it’s the fall colors or the making of our bodies. We are fearfully and wonderfully made!
	This hymn of praise helps the Lord’s people celebrate their glorious Creator, and their privileged place in His creation.  With Gen. 1-2 as a background, the Psalm presents mankind as the pinnacle of creation, as the rulers over the animal world, and as the object of God’s special attention.  At the same time, the mention of “foes,” “enemy,” and avenger” (v.2) reminds us of Genesis 3 and God’s plan for fallen mankind.  Israel was to be the first fruits of restored humanity.  This helps explain why Heb. 2:6-8 quotes Ps. 8:4-6: Jesus, as Davidic king is the ideal Israelite, and thus the ideal human being.  He is crowned with glory and honor after His suffering on behalf of mankind.  Let’s thank Him!

Nov. 27 – (Thanksgiving) (Ps. 9) “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.” What “wonderful deeds” will you tell someone about today? Go on… you can do it!
	DID YOU KNOW? Ps. 9-10 together follow a basically acrostic pattern, with the first word of each line beginning with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  The acrostic is not perfect, however. Several letters of the alphabet are missing or are out of order.  Both psalms say that God cares about those who are “oppressed” (9:9; 10:18); both mention “times of trouble” (9:9; 10:1); both call on God to “arise” (9:10; 10:12). The key difference between the two psalms is that Psalm 9 is full of praise and thanks while Ps. 10 is mostly a lament. Which psalm is better for us to emulate? BUT He hears us either way!

Nov. 28 – (Thanksgiving) – (Ps. 30) “Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, and give thanks to His holy name (v.4).” This psalm (according to the descriptive title) was a psalm of David for the dedication of the Temple. Even though David had died, his words of thanksgiving for God’s repeated care and deliverance continued to be voiced.  Think about a “nighttime” of weeping that brought about joy in the “morning”.  I remember when…. Oh wait, this is your testimony!  Thank God for the joy…. and what He teaches us in the “weeping”!
I will extol You, O Lord, for You have lifted me up, and have not let my foes rejoice over me.  O Lord my God, I cried out to you, and You healed me.  O Lord, You brought my soul up from the grave; You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.  Sing praise to the Lord, you saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name (30:1-4).”  These words are underlined in my Bible as a remembrance of what He has done for me at a time in my life.  What I’m asking God now is to constantly help me to remember this and be grateful for the mighty things He has done! It’s time to share with someone. 

Nov. 29 – (Thanksgiving) (Ps. 35) Most of this chapter is not a psalm of praise or maybe it is. It reminds us of dark times in our lives. Maybe this excerpt from ‘His Thoughts Toward Me’ by Marie Chapian, will help bring things into better focus.  …You feel unsafe, unsure.  You don’t like to be alone.  You’re frightened and fear limits the joy you experience in your life.  You’re trapped in an adventureless existence.  What are you afraid of? Pain? Rejection? Are you afraid of making a mistake? Of getting hurt? Of being robbed or killed?  Of getting a disease?
	… Did you know I am never afraid, worried, frenzied or never driven with terror? Did you know that your Lord is at peace always?  Did you know My Spirit- the same as is in Me-lives in you?  I have built a wall of protection around you so that the invisible dragons of the night will not harm you… I save you from the troubles and dangers of the daytime, I am for you.  Who can be against you?  
	But you worry.  You worry because of past experiences when you were hurt.  You are afraid to be hurt again.  You are afraid I won’t keep my word.  You are afraid I don’t care about you.  But I do care.  Every hair on your head is numbered.    
	…See Me surrounding you and keeping you from evil.  See Me bringing you up out of a horrible pit, lifting you gently out of the miry clay of fear and worry.  See yourself completely safe with your feet upon a rock, established in the ways of God!  
Now… where should we end up?  Verse 27 and 28 says it all, “Let them shout for joy and be glad, who favor my righteous cause; and let them say continually, ‘Let the Lord be magnified, who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant.’ And my tongue shall speak of your righteousness and of your praise all-the-day long.”  PTL!

Nov. 30 – (Thanksgiving) (Ps. 48) “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion in the far north, the city of the great King (vv.1-2).”  Can you hear a song we used to sing? That was one thing I appreciate about that era (or move of God) when Integrity music (and some others) brought scripture set to music.  God has something to say to us in every era.  I pray we are listening and grasp each new wave of communication He brings to us. 
	“Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever and ever.  He will guide us forever (vv.12-14).”  Now this is something to thank God for and tell others today!
Dec. 1 – (Thanksgiving) – (Ps. 92) Psalm 92 says, “It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare Your loving kindness in the morning, and Your faithfulness every night…”
Let’s make that our homework for this week. (If you don’t already have that habit).  When you wake up every morning, thank Him for another day He has made just for you to see His glory (v. 2a).  Every night before you go to sleep let’s thank Him for His faithfulness you experienced during that day.  Be specific in your experiences that day.  God is working for your good and His glory in every moment of your life!
(Ps. 115) Psalm 115 is a hymn urging God’s people to trust and worship the Lord alone.  He alone is worthy of our deepest loyalty.  There is always the temptation to turn to the gods of other nations.  We must understand how hopeless it is to serve such false deities.  What deities (wealth, power, fear of anyone or anything, etc.) do we turn to for strength, comfort, wisdom? “The Lord has remembered us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; He will bless those who fear the Lord, both the small and the great (v.12).”  Let’s thank Him today for His blessings. 

