Bible Study for 3 16 to 22  25

Mar.16 – (Judg. 17) 	Here we have a story about Micah…not Micah the prophet! It begins with Micah stealing money from his mother and really goes downhill from there.  In the end he used money to create his own false religion.  False religion seeks peace but will not find it.  A true relationship with God requires wholehearted trust in Him alone and that is where we find true peace.
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Mar.17 – (Judg. 18:1-6) The tribe of Dan were seeking an inheritance to dwell in. They had been unable to settle in their allotted territory (Josh. 19:40-47) because they had failed to capture it (Judg. 1:34-35). God had given them an inheritance of land, but they had to capture it.  For whatever reason they decide to go somewhere else that they thought might be easier. Considering the highly negative tone of chs. 17-21 and future events in this particular narrative, it is difficult to take seriously the spies’ desire to inquire of God concerning their journey. The statement “under the eye of the Lord” suggests that the priest’s response was vague. It does not mean that God approved of what the Danites were going to do.  So, we have a tribe that is not following God’s choice for them and a priest for hire that doesn’t even say he inquired of God.  We can see some big mistakes being made.  

Mar. 18 – (Judg. 18:7-20) Rather than condemning Micah’s collection of pagan religious objects (17:3-5), the Danites took them for themselves. Their offer of more money and prestige, and the Levite’s acceptance, further show the period’s rebellion. Their stealing from another tribe (18:18,21) fulfills Jacob’s prediction that Dan would deal viciously with others (Gen. 17).  What can we learn from this? I will let you apply some principles for your life.  

Mar. 19 – (Judg. 18:21-31) We read in these verses that the Danites put their stolen valuables in front and the warriors behind to protect what they had stolen.  It was more important to them to protect their stolen treasures. It is also revealed that the Levite’s name was Jonathan, and his lineage place him in the family of Moses. Even those in the family of Moses were rebelling against God. Oh, what sin will lead us to!   

Mar. 20 – (Judg. 19) 	Chapter 19 reminds me of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. Sometimes it’s hard to read the ways of the people in those days.  But God’s judgments never change.  His mercies endured to all generations!  “God have mercy on our sinful ways!”
	DID YOU KNOW?   Jebus (19:11) was the name of Jerusalem during this time because it was under the control of the Jebusites.  It would stay in the hands of the Jebusites until David conquered it and claimed it for Israel (2 Sam. 5:6-10)

Mar. 21 – (Judg. 20) This is what sin (idol worship) can lead to.  In-fighting among the distinct brothers of the Israelites is just one of the results.  Let’s just look at the number of deaths. Out of 26,700 Benjamites:26,100 were killed.  Out of 400,000 of the rest of Israel’s tribes: 40,030 were killed.  
	All of our earth is made up of descendants of Ishmael and Issac. These half-brothers have been at odds since their lives began. It then spread to death even among the brothers of Israel and brothers of Ishmael.   Can we even count the numbers of death due to infighting? How can we reduce that number from here on out? As Christians, we need to love as God loves us…even with family (Christian or physical), when we just don’t see eye to eye. 

Mar. 22 – (Judg. 21) When the Benjamites were all but destroyed (25,100 out of 26,700) because of their sin, what two things did the other tribes do so that they would not lose one of their original 12 tribes?  All this was really hard for me to understand until I got to 21:25, and then it made more sense.  When our eyes are not fully on God and His commands, we will make our own judgments.  Those judgments or choices will have consequences later.  Even with that, we can lean on God’s grace to walk us through!   



