Bible Study for 4 13 to 19  25

Apr. 13 – (Eph. 5:3-5) One of the best ways to keep weeds out of your garden is to keep sturdy plants (whether vegetables, flowers, or shrubs) growing.  If you don’t want your mind and heart to go wandering off in the realms of darkness, one of the best ways is to keep it well stocked with wise and thankful themes (in song or scripture).  Then as your day progresses and situations arise, your mind and emotions will bring forth His Mind and Will and not the worlds!  Selah

Apr. 14 – (Eph. 5:6-10) Only false teachers would claim that Christians can lead unrepentant, sinful lives and not suffer any consequences. This includes teachers of the world.  We cannot join them even if it is the status quo. God gave us His Word to recognize His Truth and then walk in it. It is our prayer to gain wisdom to discern how to apply those principles to our daily lives.  

Apr. 15 – (Eph. 5:11-14) Here is a story that radiates the theme from this chapter and these verses: Far off in the dark night, the ship’s captain spotted faint lights.  Right away, he ordered his signalman to send this message: “Alter your course 10 degrees south.” Promptly a return message was received: “Alter your course 10 degrees north.” The captain was angered; his command had been ignored.  So, he sent a second message: “Alter your course 10 degrees south-I am the captain!” Soon another message was received: “Alter your course 10 degrees north-I am seaman third class Jones.”
	Immediately the captain sent a third message, knowing the fear it would evoke: “Alter you course 10 degrees south-I am a battleship!” Then the reply came: “Alter your course 10 degrees north-I am a lighthouse.”
	Do you think that the captain changed his course? You bet he did! But more than his course changed -his perspective changed as well.  The light he first thought was a threat to his vessel was actually its salvation.  It warned, “Treacherous rocks ahead!” and pointed him and his crew to safe harbors. God’s light is like that too.  We tend to shrink back from it in fear, but with the Spriit’s help, we come to see it as our saving grace.  (From: “Tale of the Tardy Oxcart by Charles Swindoll) 

Apr. 16 – (Eph. 5:15-21) Here are some questions we need to ask and then answer ourselves. 1. How can I make the most of each moment in my day? 2. How do I gain wisdom to understand God’s will for me in each moment of my day? How do I allow the Holy Spirit to teach me to be wise in all things. What does being subject to one another in the fear of Christ mean to me in each of those moments. Selah

Apr. 17 – (Eph. 5:22-24) Verses 22-24 are only for wives…. or are they?  We are all the bride of Christ so…. yes, it applies to EVERY Christian!  This is a high calling for all Christians but …” We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us! As we see things through Western eyes, how does the word “submission” become distorted?  Continue to ask the Lord for His ways. 


Apr. 18 – (Eph. 5:25-33) Which comes first? Is it the chicken or the egg? That’s kind of how I feel about these verses on love and submission of husband and wife.  As a husband truly loves his wife as he does himself, then it’s very easy for a wife to truly submit to her husband.  In our human frailty, we have to work on this don’t we? We have to really understand what God’s love is and what submission to Him is, in order live like He asks.  The Holy Spirit will help us do just that!  Keep working at it!

Apr. 19 – (Eph. 6:1-4) Several years ago, Pastor Jeremy and Pastor Torry did a wonderful series on The 10 commandments called “Relationship Resto”.  It has brought a new life for these rules of living. I have never heard these ideas from the 10 commandments before. Pastor Torry did a message on May 9, 2021, on this very commandment. You have got to watch it on YouTube or follow the link!  It will transform your thinking on honor! It’s not just about children. Hint: You are a child of God! I have included a link in the body of my email as well as here. 
https://www.youtube.com/live/3pIUxIlraGI?si=gLSB-PzKTvG6HXNY

