CA Bible Study for 10 26 to 11 1  25

[bookmark: _Hlk211584165]Oct. 26 – (Matt. 7:21-23) These verses make us stop and consider if Jesus will accept us in Heaven. He is talking about the danger that lies within the heart of the individual himself. This danger comes as self-delusion or deception. These verses help us realize a listener of the Gospel must not count on a mere belief in Christ’s person on the one hand, or the performance of great works in His name on the other hand as proof of his own salvation. These things will not save him.  Rather, he must assure himself of his relation to Jesus Christ personally. 
	We can’t’ rely only on grace.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer in “The Cost of Discipleship” gives a good explanation. “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession.  Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” As we evaluate our personal lives, I’m reminded that there are some areas in this that we rely on.  “Please Lord, help us live in You alone.”

Oct. 27 – (Matt. 7:24-27) I think we all say our foundation is Jesus Christ. He is our rock.  What I’m asking myself: How often do I think He is my foundation but go through life building on things that are worthless and will not remain as fruit for eternity even though I know I am saved.  Selah

Oct. 28 – (Matt. 7:28-29) Everyone knows the difference between a person who speaks out of vast and accurate knowledge and a person who merely repeats what he has heard from others. The first speaks with authority while the other is like a parrot. In this passage, the people were more impressed with His authority than His content, but it was the authority that gave way to believe His Words. When scribes spoke they were repeating what was written. 
Let me give you a great conclusion from James Boice in “The Sermon on the Mount”. The Preacher of the Sermon on the Mount IS the Sermon on the Mount, and so by studying it we are brought into the most intimate contact with Him.  There is much we may not understand, but this at least should happen. We should see Him.  And thus, it is proper to glance upward to the Lord Jesus Christ once more and to reflect on the authority which was His then and is His now, the authority with which these words were spoken. 

Oct. 29 – (Matt. 8:1-4) In the story of the healing of the leper in verse 1-4, what is the most impressive part of Jesus’ response to the leper?  (Mine is.. “And Jesus put out HIS hand and touched him…”) Why do you find that most impressive? (Mine…the culture of that day was in touching a leper you could be infected. Jesus knew more than what the world around Him was saying.)  How does this apply to you? (Me…pray for Jesus’ eyes and understanding in all that is going on around me so my response is only what He would say or do.) Now that I’ve given you my thoughts, I’d love to hear your response.

Oct. 30 – (Matt. 8:5-13) The centurion in this story described himself as “unworthy”.  What circumstances of his life might have led him to that conclusion?  What in your life leads you to conclude that you might be unworthy?  What could God do to affirm your worth to you? Regardless of how the centurion felt unworthy to have Jesus in his house, his faith in what Jesus can do was very strong. Sometimes we have misconceptions or erroneous belief’s about the power, or I should say His power through us. Let’s ask Him to reveal His Truth where we are off.
Oct. 31 – (Matt. 8:14-22) In this passage we see how Jesus responds to would be followers.  From what Jesus says to them, what is He looking for?   Here’s something to think about.  What might Jesus say to you if you walked up to Him today and volunteered to be a disciple? 
Nov. 1 – (Matt. 8:23-27) Here is a new perspective about this passage: The only reason the disciples were in the boat was that they were following the Lord’s instructions.  By obeying Him they got into a very dangerous situation. Jesus was sleeping during the storm while the disciples were freaking out. Remember that some of these men were seasoned fishermen. They woke Him and asked for help! Jesus asked them why they were fearful. His answer to them was they had little faith. 
	Now let’s look at our lives as His disciples. Do we get into “stormy” places because we are following Him? Are we fearful ( maybe anxious) because we don’t know how to proceed and be safe? As our faith grows in trusting Him in all situations, we can look back and realize it is only in trusting Him that we are safe and at peace! 

