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Jan. 11 – (Matt. 19) As we begin this chapter, we will be learning more about life in His kingdom.  These verses talk about marriage, divorce, and children. Ponder what Jesus is saying about Kingdom living concerning these subjects.  It comes down to what is really important to each of us and what makes us feel important. As we get real in answering this question, that brings us to whether we want life on our own terms (no matter what the specific answer is) or His wisdom.  In “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People”, Stephen Covey offers an exercise to help us look at the values we live by: Write out a statement summarizing what you want others to say about you when you die. (I dare you!)   I would love to hear what you find.  Since that probably won’t happen, really pray about how that compares to what you think God would want people to say and also ask Him how to change your life and thinking to begin making that happen.  SELAH! 

[bookmark: _Hlk166156257]Jan. 12 – (Matt. 20) ) Here are some verses that may seem to discount each other when compared to Mark and Luke’s version.  Again, knowing more about that time and in this case geography may help us see there is no discrepancy. Jericho (v. 29) was not the ancient OT city (Josh. 5-6), but the new Jericho, about a mile to the south of the older city.  Matthew says the healing of the blind men took place “as they went out” of Jericho (and Mark 10:46 agrees), but Luke 18:35 says it was “as He drew near to Jericho.” It is possible that Matthew and Mark refer to the new Jericho, and Luke to the old Jericho nearby, or vice versa.  Another possibility is that the blind men cried out to Jesus first as He was entering the city (Luke 18:35) but He did not heal them until He was leaving the city.  These observations make me wonder what other scripture I have misinterpreted in some way. The Holy Spirit will instruct us as we listen to Him.
	Here is another discrepancy about the two blind men in verses 30-31. Mark 10:46 and Luke 18:35 mention only one blind man, and Mark gives his name (Bartimaeus).  This does not mean that Matthew’s report of two blind men is inaccurate, only that Mark and Luke focused on one of them.  “Lord, help us understand Your Word as You want us to learn about You!”
[bookmark: _Hlk166156554]Jan.13 – (Matt. 21) As you read verses 11-11, put yourself in the crowd.  What are you feeling? What are you looking for Jesus to do next?  What do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling?  The whole procession is saying, in a way, what James and John were saying (vv.20:20-22) in their own way.  Everyone wants Jesus to ride into the city and become the sort of king they want him to be. Jesus intends to answer their prayers as he intends to answer ours.  He doesn’t wait for us to get things right before He answers but He must answer in His own way which is not necessarily in the way “we want Him to be king”.  Selah

Jan. 14 – (Matt. 22) The Wedding Feast - Did you know that God is the life of the Party?  We don’t know what it is to have a good time until we have celebrated with Him!  The gospel stands for Good News.  He has invited us to attend.  In this parable we see a king who invited the guests to come to the wedding celebration of his son.  But all the invited guests made excuses.  Let’s look at the reasons and see how they apply to us today.  First invited guest: “I am too busy with my financial portfolio”.  Second invited guest: “Taking care of my possessions needs to come first.”  The third invited guest: “My wife (my family) needs to come first.”  Last, one who came: “I’m here for what I can get but refuse to do what is required to be here.”  
For the first three guests, it is tragic when these good things cease to serve God and start serving as excuses to be away from Him. These “good things” are not meant to sidetrack us but to “glorify Him” as He sees fit.  With the fourth guest, I see him as acknowledging God but not submitting to the requirements of being there (accepting Jesus’ robe of righteousness).
One last statement: God will not let our stubbornness ruin His celebration! Selah

Jan. 15 – (Matt. 23) Jesus talks about 7 woes to leaders in this chapter. As you consider all of this, remember that all of us are leading someone, somewhere!  First woe: Leaders who have drawn the people away from the kingdom of heaven instead of toward it (v. 13).  Second woe: Leaders who sought to make converts, only to place them under the weight of the many requirements they added to the Bible’s teaching (v. 15).
Third woe: Leaders who focus on superficial distinctions and overlook the higher principles of the law (v.v. 16-19). Fourth woe: Leaders that neglect the weighty matters of the law (v. 23). The leaders tithed even to the seasonings they grew in their garden but were not giving the Lord mercy and faithfulness and such. Fifth woe: Leaders that sought external purity while blind to the corrupt internal condition of their hearts. If we must…let’s continue with the last 2 woes. Sixth woe: The Pharisees were like tombs, which in Jesus’ day could be outwardly very beautiful but within held nothing but death and decay.  These tombs were whitewashed to identify them clearly, since people would be unclean for seven days through any contact with them (Num. 19:16; Luke 11:44).  Seventh woe: In plotting against Jesus, the religious leaders follow their ancestors, who persecuted and murdered God’s prophets. 
	What warnings and hope does this chapter offer us today as we seek to live out our faith?  Ask God to give you a spirit of humility so that no matter who is teaching, (or even you are the one teaching someone something) you will respond to the Lord as Father, Teacher and Master.
	Let’s think again about our motivations in all we do.  Make a list of all the religious activities that you do, such as attending church, reading the Bible, being in a small group, serving on a committee or doing evangelism.  Consider which you are most inclined to do for the approval of others.  Which are easier for you to do just because it pleases the Lord? 
Jan. 16 – (Matt. 24) This chapter is packed with so much!  The announcement of Jerusalem’s judgment at the end of chapter 23 is followed immediately in 24:1 by the notice of Jesus coming out from the temple and going away.  The gospels provide no record that Jesus ever returned to the temple and one source describes it as ‘God with us, ‘Jesus’ exit betokens God’s own abandonment of this sacred space. He refers to Ez. 11:23 describing the glory of the Lord departing from the city and withdrawing to the Mount of Olives.  There is so much confirmation in the Old Testament that we have yet to understand and discover!
Why did the disciples try to impress Jesus with the buildings of the temple?  Maybe just so Jesus would predict the destruction of the temple “after His presence was removed”.  This actually came true in 70 A.D. when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple.  
The disciples now are asking 2 main questions: 1. When will the temple be destroyed? 2.  The second asks for the “sign” of Christ’s coming and of the end of the age.  Jesus seems to answer these questions in this chapter and into chapter 25.  
Jesus’ first response to the disciple’ questions are concern that they are not misled.  Just like today, many have abandoned interest in His return because it had been dominated by fanatics in the past. He seems to downplay the sensational kinds of reports and claims that did circulate in his time and have continued to circulate to our time. The key word in verses 4-14 is “deceive” or mislead.”  It appears 3 times in theses verses.  The Greek word is planao from which we get our English word, “planets”.   To the ancient Greeks the planets were deceitful because they looked like stars, but they did not follow a consistent pattern of movement in the sky when compared to other stars.  The word was sometimes translated “wanderers” also. 
Doesn’t this give this passage different meaning for you?  There is so much more but I’ll let you continue the discovery of these verses!  Selah!  

Jan. 17 – (Matt. 25) The parable of the talents has just taken on new meaning.  I was reading an explanation of this passage by Roger Hahn.  It has changed my thinking on this passage.  I tend to think the guy who only got one talent (though lazy or mistrusting of his master) kind of got a raw deal.  Through the customs of that time, masters did leave their wealth and lands in the care of several trusted slaves while they were traveling or on extended business.  1 talent was equal to 6,000-10,000 days wages!  At even $5 per hour, that adds up to about 1/3 of a million dollars!  At the least, no matter what the hourly rate or living standard, it amounted to at least 16 ½ years of service!  That is a lot of trust for a master to have even in the servant given the least amount.  I think the master knew the gifts and abilities each servant had and gave out the talents accordingly. That meant he had different expectations for each servant (I’m reminded of the scripture about the body of Christ working together.  The hand can’t be a foot…).  There seems to be a clear implication that the servant with one talent would have gained an identical approval had he gained just one talent. But his condemnation was not that he failed to gain 100% increase, rather that he refused to invest at all.  He was playing it safely.  An explanation of this passage by Albert Schweizer is where I am “ouch-ing”.  “The attitude of this third servant was to “play it safe.” Schweizer compared it to a religion that is concerned only with not doing anything wrong.  ‘Being ready’ consists not only in keeping your slate clean, but in active, responsible, faithful service which produces results.”
	The final teaching in this chapter again explains how to be ready for Christ’s second coming.  Does giving a cup of cold water get you into the kingdom of heaven?  I think we all know that answer.
Because of terms like “brothers” or “little ones”, it seems to be talking about being kind to “those in the body of Christ who are about the work of the kingdom (those who carry the gospel message to anyone).  Readiness occurs when we join our lives and fortunes with those who carry the gospel message.  That can be giving of time and talents to your church body, food pantry, anyone or thing that is bringing the gospel to anyone near or far. Selah

