CA Bible Study for 6 14 to 20  26

June 14 – (Ex. 14) Are there times when there is nothing more you can think to do about a situation or maybe even a person? “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will work for you today.  For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again.  The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” The fear of man…any man is an idol God wants to tear down. As we live what He says above what any human might say, that idol is being destroyed.  
Did You Know? 600,000 Israelite men (plus women and children) left for Canaan. Pharoah brought 600 chariots with him to bring back the Israelites…interesting.  

June 15 – (Ex. 15) We have traveled with the Israelites through the Red Sea and watched as God totally annihilated Pharaoh’s army that came to take them back.  The Israelites did praise God for His mighty works!  Three days from this wonderful showing of God’s protective power, the “children” are complaining!  And even so God provides!  Then God gives an ordinance to His children (15:26).  Do you think it applies to us today? What four provisions stated here, do we need to continue to understand and obey?  “Help us Lord to purpose to walk in these every day that you give us, no matter where our journey takes us!”

June 16 – (Ex. 16) Have you tried to lead someone somewhere (like disciple someone) and all they did was complain (grumble)? Maybe you were the “grumbler”.  Verse 7 gives us a reality check.  All grumbling is dissatisfaction with something in our lives.  It is blaming someone or thing for something we don’t appreciate.  It is forgetting who “allows all things for our good” as we seek His face and His will for our lives. I am thinking even now of a recurring thing that happens and I admit, I grumble against the Lord (“Lord when will you make it stop?”).  Forgive me Lord. Maybe it keeps coming around because I haven’t learned to stop grumbling when it happens…or I just don’t respond with trust that God is in control and does all things for our good and His glory!  Selah
	One other thing I want to revisit. In 15:25b-26 we found that God’s Presence brings protection and provision.  When God provided bread from heaven (16:4), it met Israel’s physical needs and showed that their whole lives were to be sustained by the Lord and governed by His Word. The people responded to the Lord’s power as if it was disconnected from who He is (v.3). Moses says that they will see the glory of the Lord (v.10), which was a sign of His presence. They saw provision but did not recognize that it was through His Presence with them.  SELAH! 
*16:31 – Manna = What? (literally)

June 17 – (Ex. 17) One month and 5 days after the Passover dinner and escape from Pharaoh, the WHOLE Israelite congregation complained against Moses and Aaron! Were they afraid to complain against God? Or were they just complaining against the physical persons leading them to freedom? Selah
	Let’s go back to 15:25-26.  God gave the Israelites a statute and an ordinance to test them and if they obeyed they would get none of the Egyptian diseases.  Now in verse 16:4, God is saying He will send manna every day that He will test them to see if they will walk in His law or not.  This gives me a whole new idea of “testing”.  Tell me what you think!
 Israel is fighting their first battle against Amalek.  I believe this is the first we hear of Joshua as leading.  Aaron and Hur serve Moses by holding up his arms so God will prevail.  There is a lesson here on serving and also on doing our part so God can be victorious! 
	*17:7 – Massah = Tempted; Meribah = Contention
	*17:15 – Moses built an altar where God defeated the Amalikites and called it Jehovah Nissi = The-Lord –is –my –Banner 
	DID YOU KNOW?  Who were the Amalekites?  They were probably descendants of Esau. (Do you remember Jacob and Esau fighting over the birthright and blessing of Isaac?)  Well, they are at it again.  They were nomads living in the northern Sinai peninsula.  They are the first to attack the Israelites after the exodus.  They remain a threat to Israel for hundreds of years.

June 18 – (Ex. 18) Can you imagine being the only judge over thousands of people? Jethro heard from the Lord and counseled Moses.  Sometimes non-Christians have very wise things to say.  Let’s lay everything we hear before the Lord as to whether or not it is from Him.  
	Moses’ father-in–law comes and helps Moses lead.  This is another lesson in listening to those around you and gleaning things you need to do a different way so that God’s glory will shine through even better!

June 19 – (Ex. 19) In verses 4-6, the Lord calls Israel to be faithful to His covenant with them even before He has fully revealed it to them.  God is giving them a choice of trusting or having faith in Him without really knowing what that would look like.  Isn’t that our journey as well?  We have to choose to trust that God will be faithful and work all things for our good and His Glory even when we don’t have the full picture. 
	Verse 6 also reminds me that when the Lord calls Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, He is referring to what Israel’s life is to represent among the nations.  By keeping the covenant (v.5), the people of Israel would continue not only to set themselves apart from the surrounding nations but also to mediate the presence and blessing of the Lord to them (Gen, 12:3; Isa. 61:5-7). When Peter applies these terms to the church (1 Pet. 2:5,9), he is calling believers to faithfulness so that those around them “may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12).  

June 20 – (Ex. 20:1-17) Mount Sinai…the place where we received rules for living. They are the plumb line for all of humanity to live by. They are also the rules that show us we need a Savior to obey. It is also by God’s grace that we aren’t destroyed when we don’t live by them.  Jesus came and died for our sins… the breaking of those rules. As we have asked Him to forgive us and save us, God sees us righteous even when we break a rule again.  Thank you, Jesus for your saving power!
	The Ten Commandments are divided into two parts (20: 1-17).  Where is the division?  Who is each part directed toward?

