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July 5 – (Ex. 28) As I am reading this description of Aaron’s garments and his son’s garments, I wonder how they knew exactly what God wanted.  Maybe it’s one of those things I have problems with.  If I need to do something new, I want a picture and exact details including many questions to further clarify what is expected. Did the ‘checker work’ on their coat need to be a specific pattern of the colors? How fine did the “fine linen” need to be? Maybe that’s why I struggle following the Lord when He urges me to do something. This is a ponderable for me. 
	Verse 29-30 also intrigues me.  Aaron had to bear the weight of judgment of all the people before the Lord.  I never thought of that before.  I always pictured the priests as mostly doing a job of sacrificing and keeping all the regulations of priesthood but not the weight of the position.  It also reminds me that this is a foreshadow of Jesus taking on our sin at the cross. It’s amazing how God puts in place sooo many foreshadows and reminders of His great love for us! 
	DID YOU KNOW? Linen was made from the flax plant.  This was used as part of the priests garments.  To process the flax, they were pulled up by their roots and dried before undergoing a process called “retting”.  This loosened the fibers that were then beaten and combed so that they could be spun into thread.  This made a fabric that was light, durable, and easy to bleach.  It was ideal for the hot, dry climate of ancient Israel.
	DID YOU KNOW? The gold bells along the hems of the high priest’s garment (28:33) served two purposes.  They alerted people that the high priest was present, and they reminded the priest himself to be reverent and careful in carrying out his sacred duties.

July 6 – (Ex. 29) This chapter describes the consecration of Aaron and his sons to be priests and offer sacrifices. We may get into the types of offerings later, but what I see is a pattern for consecrating our lives to the Lord so that we, today, act as priests before a world that may still “be in Egypt”. No, we won’t be sacrificing animals, but it would be prudent to see what sacrifices in our heart are necessary.  This is our homework!

July 7 – (Ex. 30:1-10) The alter of incense was located just before the veil that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  This altar represents your emotions (aroma). Remember the table of showbread represents your will. The golden lampstand represents your intellect or mind. So, your will decides what your mind will think and what emotions you will feel. There was a filigreed crown around the top of the altar of incense. It symbolized the crown of self-control (we are in charge of our emotions not vice versa). 
Verse 9 says “you shall not offer unauthorized incense on it…”  What “unauthorized emotions” do we try to offer back to God? Selah!

July 8 – (Ex.30:11-21) The Bronze Basin or Brazen Laver was in the outer court. Remember that the outer court represented our body – the 5 senses to be world conscious. The priests were to wash the dirt of the world off themselves before entering the Holy Place. We remove the dust of the world by reading His Word. As we read it, it reads us! The Laver was polished, so you could see your reflection. Selah!
So much to ponder…so much to apply! Don’t get overwhelmed. Remember how to eat an elephant- one bite at a time!  

July 9 – (Ex. 30:22-38)These verses gives instructions for making the anointing oil and incense . Since the oil is to consecrate the elements of the tabernacle and the priests, and the incense is to be burned inside the Hoy Place, each is to be treated as Holy and must not be used for any other purpose. 
	Did you see that salt was to be added to the incense, or it was not accepted? Salt is not corrupt. Honey and sugar ferment and become corrupt but salt remains pure. Jesus told us we are the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13). It is through our witness and testimony that others know Jesus is alive! 

July 10 – (Ex. 31:1-11) Bezalel is my hero! Why? God put gifts and abilities in him from the get-go “for such a time as this”.  Can you imagine what he was like as a child? I picture him always creating something from “nothing” even though he used things that mom and dad needed for daily living.  What if his parents had given him such a hard time that he refused to even think about creating things as a young man called by God?  What if he got discouraged while Moses was up on the mountain getting “Bezalel’s marching orders” and became one of the 3,000 men who died because they gave up and worshiped the golden calf?  In other words, it reminds me to pray for children that they will walk in the giftings God has put in them and not turn from God.  I also pray for parents to nurture the gifts they see in their children. 
	Let me give you one practice I learned to express while I taught kindergarten at Charisma Academy.  In teacher conferences several times, I had to acknowledge to parents that their child was overly disrupting class proceedings by bullying other students into doing what they wanted. Sometimes they would even try to “take over” the class.  Most times the parents saw this at home and were despairing of the behavior. I always explained that God had put the gift of leadership in them and He wanted them to use it for His Glory.  What we as teacher and parents needed to do was pray for ways to channel that gift so that God could use it.

July 11 – (Ex. 31:12-18) These verses are a reminder to labor 6 days and rest on the 7th day.  In those days, death resulted in breaking this command. What do you think happens when we don’t take a day rest? 
	Growing up, we were only allowed to do necessary work like feed our animals, make our meals, and clean up after ourselves such as dishes.  No other work was done. It usually was an afternoon of rest before we went to the evening service. To this day, I tend to have lunch and then rest. How can we trust God to do what needs done in 6 days and rest on the 7th?  Just thinking… 
