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The Ark of the Covenant

The arkofthe covenant (Ex. 25:10-22; 37:1-9) was the only pece of
fumiture i the Most Holy Place; the ark and s contents were ept
hidden fom view t l times. The ark sl was a wooden chest, over-
loid with pure gold, measuring 3.75 fee ong, 225 fet vide, and
225 feet high (1.1 m x0.7m x 0.7 m).t contained withi t the o
stone tabets of the Tesimony (the Ten Commandments). The author
of Hebrews addstht t o contained “a goden u holding the
manna, and Aaron's staf that budded” (Heb 9:4). The ark was ot t0
be touched by human hands, o wooden poles, vertad with god,
were used o transot it and were no to be removed fom the ark.
The mercy sea, or tonement cover, was a soid golden lab tht -
ted perfecly on to ofthe ar. The olden cherubim, which were
hammered out of the same pece o g0k, had wings outstetched over
the mercy eat and foces tha looked downard (i reverent av). It
was hee, from between the cherubim,that God spoke to Moses,

the represntative of the people of el Ancent conogiaphy ften
depics cherubim as having  on-ke body,wings, and a human face.
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The framed structure
was covered by four
layers of cloth and

The veil separating the Most Holy Place
from the Holy Place was made from blue,
purple, and scarlet dyed yams woven The altar of incense
with fine twined linen and embroidered (Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29)
with cherubim (Ex. 26:31-33). It hung on

four golden pillars.

The Most Holy Place was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing only the ark
of the covenant (Ex. 25:10-22; 37:1-9). It was here that Yahweh would
descend to meet with his people in a cloud theophany (divine appearance).
The high priest could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement
(see note on Heb. 9:7).

The table for the bread of tT::t :'gz ;gzg(;hi l;)h‘eorggde
the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30) 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15'
feet (4.6 m) high.

The veil that formed the entrance to the
‘tabernacle was similar to the veil separat-
2‘: gg\%ﬁ[%mgs;a{\ 5724) ing the Holy Place from the Most Holy
T i Place, except that cherubim were not
embroidered on it. It was suspended on
five golden pillars (Ex. 26:36-37).
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Made of acacia wood
with pure gold overlay:
1.5 ft square

3 ft high

(Ex 30:1).

Fragrant incense was burned on

the altar every morning and
evening (Ex 30:7.8).

Placed in the outer sanctuary in front
of the mercy seat where the Lord
met the high priest (Ex 30:6).

Altar of Incense
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Altar of Burnt Offering

Made of acacia
wood with
bronze overlay:
7.5 ft square

4.5 ft high

(Ex 27:1).

The fire of the altar
was to be kept
burning at all imes
(Lev 6:13).

The Israelites made
daily sacrifices to

Yahweh on the altar
(Ex 29:38). Whatever touched the altar

became holy (Ex 29:37).
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Golden Lampstand

Made of hammered
gold, all of one piece
(Ex 25:31).

On each of the six branches
and on the stand itself were
cups made to look like

almond blossoms (Ex 25:33).

These oil lamps burned pure
beaten olive oil every night
and were frimmed every
morning (Ex 27:20;30:7).
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Gold dishes and bowls
were set on the table for
offerings of holy bread and
frankicense (Ex 25:29).

Made of acacia wood
with pure gold overlay:
3 ftlong x 1.5 ft wide
2.25 ft high (Ex 25:23).

12 loaves of showbread,
2 piles of 6 loaves each,
were set on pure gold
plates on the table

(Le 24:6).

Table of Showbread
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