CA Bible Study for 8 30 to 9 5  26

Aug. 30 – (Num. 34) This chapter describes the borders of the Promised Land God promised Israel. In general terms, Canaan consisted of the land between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River plus modern Lebanon and a portion of modern Syria.  God even allocated who would divide the land. They were chiefs of the 10 tribes who would settle west of the Jordan.  No chiefs of Reuben and Gad are listed because they were settling east of the Jordan. 
	This explanation of the borders was published around 2011. I’m wondering how that fits in its borders at this point. Anyone want to do some research? 

Aug. 31 – (Num. 35) Chapter 35 explains how to keep Canaan holy once they had conquered it. It was holy because God dwelt there. He is the Holy One, and sin and death are in absolute opposition to Him.  If the land is made unclean by violent death, atonement must be made.  Otherwise, the Lord would not protect the land, and Israel would be exiled.  The cities of refuge and the laws associated with them showed how cases of homicide were to be handled.  The Israelite legal system involved the injured person seeking justice in court.  A manslayer was someone who killed any person without intent.  The manslayer was protected from the victim’s angry relatives.  He could flee to one of the cities of refuge.  There, the judges decided whether the killer deserved to be executed for his crime.  The guidelines for those decisions are stated in 35:16-34.  Do we see any of these descriptions in our justice system today?

Sept. 1 – (Num. 36) Chapter 36 has very interesting instructions.  The jubilee occurred every 50 years.  During that time, land that had been sold was to return to its original owner (Lev. 25:10-28). This did not apply to land transferred through marriage.  Normally when men married, there was no transfer of land; it stayed within the man’s own tribe.  But if a land-owning daughter married, the land would be transferred to her husband’s family and tribe.  To prevent tribal land being lost through intermarriage, Moses ruled that Zelophehad’s daughters (Num. 27:1-11) must marry men from their own tribe (36:6).  In this way tribal lands would be preserved.  This insistence that everyone… should hold on to this own inheritance can be seen as a promise that the tribes will always live in their God-given land (Gen. 17:8).
It’s interesting to note that the very last verse of this book reminds the readers that God gave Moses all these instructions. It would be to Israel’s benefit to obey them.  I know we can say the same thing about this whole Bible! 

Sept. 2 – (Deut. 1-2) In Deuteronomy God is telling His children to remember.  Deutero means second. Nomos means law. This is the second hearing of the law. Moses spends 40 days teaching the words you are about to read.  Why?  It is Moses’ last chance to guide or disciple the Israelites before he goes home to be with the Lord.  It is what Israelite fathers did with their families before they passed away. God had appointed Moses as their adoptive father through this time in Israel’s life.  
	Israel was about to make a big transition.  From 40 years of wandering to settling down in a new land. These are transitions from Moses as their leader to Joshua, from wilderness to the Promised Land, from nomads to farmers, from a people with no country to people of their own land.  God is preparing them to stay faithful and distinctive.  Does the Bible not do that for us today?  “Thank you God, for your Word, for your Holy Spirit, for your Love and Redemption!”	
	We are now reading the history of the Israelites from their departure from Egypt to the defeat of King Sihon.   Why were the Moabites not to be harassed (2:8-9)?  Do you remember that back in Genesis?  There are so many connections where God makes covenants or warnings, and you see the ramifications many generations later.  I think it’s still part of sowing and reaping and generational curses and blessings.
	DID YOU KNOW?  The Arabah (1:7) refers to the rugged and extremely dry region surrounding the south of the Dead Sea.  The Israelites’ travels took them through this area. 
	DID YOU KNOW?   Nations fought for control of Gilead (2:36) because an international trade route, known as the King’s Highway, passed through it.  The region was also an important area for agriculture. It was especially famous for the “balm of Gilead,” a resin used as medicine (Jer. 8:22)

Sept. 3 – (Deut. 3-4) Moses is giving the Israelites reminders to obey all the commands God gave them.  He also reminded them of what God said would happen the Israelites if they took on the ways of those they were destroying, especially worshipping their idols.
	Dt. 4:29-31 are my favorite verses for this week. It encourages me now as I’m sure it did then. “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.  When you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, when you turn to the Lord your God and obey His voice (for the Lord your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them.” 
	DID YOU KNOW?  The Jordan River begins in the foothills of Mount Hermon and empties into the Dead Sea.  The Jordan is more than 200 miles long which makes it the longest river in Palestine

Sept. 4 – (5-6) Verses 1-21 of chapter 5 restate the Ten Commandments of Ex.  20:1-17. The detailed laws recorded later, in Deut. 12-26, follow the general pattern of these ten laws. This continues to be a summary (and reminder) of God’s requirements for His people. This would be a good time to read the Ten Commandments again.  Contemplate what God is telling you in each command. 
Deut. 6:4 is called the Shema, from the Hebrew word for “hear”.  Today many people of the Jewish faith fulfill the commands of 6:8-9 literally.  They write Bible verses on pieces of paper, place them in small boxes, and then they either tie the boxes to their arm or their forehead, or attach them to the doorposts of their home.
Though it could become legalism to have to do this, it would serve us well to apply this principle in a better way every day! 

Sept. 5 – (Deut. 7-8) Why does the Lord set His love on you (7:7)?  Oh, if we could only remember that every moment of our lives!!!  We certainly would act differently!
	God is reminding the Israelites again of His purpose for the wilderness journey.  What was His purpose (8:2-3)?  He is also cautioning them to be careful in who gets the glory for their upcoming victories (8:18-20).  I think I can apply both aspects to my journey as well.  God wants us in a place where we concentrate on Him, not so much what He can give us.  We should concentrate on seeking His face and not His hand.
	DID YOU KNOW?  Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy more than any other OT book.  He quoted 8:3 when He was tempted by Satan (Matt. 4:4).

