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Oct. 25 – (Josh. 22:21-29) The group from the western tribes were relieved that the altar built by the eastern tribes was only a copy of the altar of the Lord (v.28).  It was not intended to rival the altar at Shiloh.  It was only to serve as a witness (v.28), a visible monument to counter any suggestion (now or in the future) that the eastern tribes have no portion in the Lord (v.25).  Was this assigning motivation? It’s important to discuss things you feel are out of bounds, but only with the party involved. Selah

Oct. 26 – (Josh. 22:30-34) In these verses we see what the motivation was for building the altar. The east side delegation realized it was for unity of worship to Jehovah God and nothing else. It’s reminds me to really listen to conversations of reconciliation without trying to find hidden motives.  This was the sixth monument in the land that bears witness to the unity of the Israelite tribes on both sides of the Jordan.  

Oct. 27 – (Josh. 23) As Joshua’s earthly life draws to a close, he imparts reminders of what will cause success in the lives of Israel.  It is a reminder to hold to God’s ways and not be overtaken by “those around them”.  I love this picture of a great leader knowing when his time on earth is almost over and as a loving “father leader” chooses to sit his “family” down and impart Godly wisdom for their lives.  Have you ever sat your family down and done the same (not because your earthly time is near an end!)? How about just telling them how you came to accept Christ as Savior? Selah
In Joshua’s exhortation, I see 3 essential safeguards against living less than what God has promised you. 1. Obedience: Here in the end of Joshua’s exhortation, we see a phrase that was spoken in the very first chapter (also my favorite verses of Joshua). Verse 6 says “Therefore be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left…” In Josh. 1:5b,6 it says: “I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause these people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous.” Then in 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  It is still true today! 2. Separation: Take heed “That you come not among these nations,…. neither make mention of the name of their gods,…but cleave to the Lord your God” (7-8).  3. Love: “Be very careful therefore that you love the Lord your God” (v.11). Failure to obey, failure to maintain standards of separation, can always be traced back to failure in devotion.  Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep my commandments.” Let us not fade away from our devotion (love) of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
	At the end of our lives, can we say in our hearts that not one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord our God promised have come to pass? If we can see our lives through the love and protection of God for our good and His glory…then yes, we will be able to say that! Selah

Oct. 28 – (Josh. 24 overview) In this closing chapter we see Joshua giving a history lesson of what God has done for them. He then challenges them to continue to be blessed by following God’s laws.  Let’s do the same. Our salvation is all the omnipotent working of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God brought us out of bondage that He might bring us into the land of blessing.  He destroyed our enemies. He delivered us out of their hands. Every step of progress in Christian experience has been because of the working of the Holy Spirit. The crowning purpose of the plan is one day to present each one of us perfect before Christ Jesus: perfect in position, accepted in Jesus Christ; and perfect and mature in experience. “He who began a good work in you will continue it until the day of Jesus Christ!
	A warning to consider before the Lord is that we have communion with Him, not just union with Him. Though we have been justified through Christ, we are continuing to be sanctified through the Spirit. God has done everything for us on the Cross and waits to do everything in us by the Spirit. 
Can I sum all this up from Ephesians? “But God, who is rich in mercy for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, has quickened us together with Christ, and has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:4-6). “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus, for by grace are you saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:7-9). “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). SELAH

Oct. 29 – (Josh. 24:1-13) Joshua has gathered the Israelites to Shechem and is giving them a history lesson of what God has done for them. He accounts God’s promise to Abraham that he would possess Canaan. Hundreds of years have passed and now Abrahams’ descendants are actually settling in the land.  How long have you been waiting for something God has promised you?  Just know that they had to wait longer!) 

Oct. 30 – (Josh. 24:14-28) Of course the well-known verses here are “Choose this day whom you will serve…”  That is a constant daily question we need to answer.  Moment by moment we think and act, sometimes serving the Lord and sometimes serving ourselves or other idols like fear of man, or power or possessions etc.  Let’s purpose today to take our thoughts captive and have them serve only Jehovah God. 
	Let’s look at this place where the Israelites renewed their faith in Jehovah God. Lest we think this place was only where God chose to meet with many of His people, it was also an important center of pagan worship before and during the time of Joshua. In the midst of our pagan world, God will meet us!  Here is a short list:
·  Abraham camped near it. Here is where God first told him, his descendants were promised this land. (Gen. 12:6)
· Abraham bought a parcel of land back when he first came to Shechem and now (hundreds of years later) we see Joseph’s bones brought from Egypt and buried there! (Gen. 33:18,19; Josh. 24:32)
·  For a time, Joseph’s brothers fed their flocks near Shechem. (Gen. 37:12,13)
· It became a city of refuge and thus a Levitical city. (Josh. 20:7; 21:21)
·  As one of Joshua’s last acts, he gathers all the Israelites (after they had settled in somewhat) and had them confirm their commitment back to God. (Josh. 24:1)

Oct. 31 – (Josh. 24:29-33) It’s interesting to note that at the end of his life, Joshua is called “the servant of the Lord” like Moses. Sometimes, true recognition from God is not stated until we come to the end of our lives. 
	It’s also interesting to see that Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and the elders.  These were the leaders of conquering the land God had promised.  
	Burying the bones of Joseph at Shechem brings the book of Joshua (and the patriarchal history) to a fitting close.  Joseph’s final wish is granted (Gen. 50:25; Ex. 13:19).  All three aspects of God’s promise to the patriarchs are, at least in part, fulfilled.  Israel has become a great nation; it stands in a blessed relationship to the Lord; and it has a land of its own.  When God promises something, it will be done…in His time!  Take heart! Selah

